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PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 
We publish this week a very interesting report of 


the meeting at Manchester specially called to dis- 
cuss the question of Parliamentary Representation 
of the veterinary profession in the House of Com- 
mons. A step forward—although a very short one 
—has been made. 
from the chair by Mr. Sumner (a most proficient 


The first resolution, as read 


and tactical chairman, be it said) was—‘ That in 
the judgment of this Conference, it is desirable in 
the interests of the veterinary profession and the 
community that a veterinary surgeon should be 
elected to the House of Commons.” After discus- 
sion, this was modified on the proposition of Prof. 
W. 0. Williams so as to read in its latter part—‘“ the 
profession should be either directly or indirectly 
represented in the House of Commons.”’ On the 
principle that “ half a loaf is better than no bread ” 
we should agree to the wisdom of this modification. 
A general election is almost over, the elected 
Parliament may probably remain for at least four 
years, during which time legislative injury may be 
inflicted on us, and direct representation, except in 
the unlikely event of a suitable bye-election, is 
impossible for some time. We take it that indirect 
‘epresentation means our obtaining the benevolent 
services of a member who is not a veterinary 
surgeon. : 
The chief speakers were Mr. Roberts and Mr. 
Fraser. Both performed their task well, but neither 
added anything to the solution of the problem— 
how are we to obtain representation? There is no 
dissentient voice to the statement that “ it is desira- 
ble in the interests of the veterinary profession and 
the community that a veterinary surgeon should be 
elected to the House of Commons.” The presence of 
such a member would protect our professional inter- 
“is, render slight the chances of other persons being 
‘utrusted with work which we alone by our training 
we competent to perform, and would protect the 
Public from havingits interests entrusted toincapable 
‘poe All the facts and all the arguments point to 
= = Which would accrue to the public by 
"8 & trained veterinarian in the House of 
mmons—but how is he to get there ? 


wot erase Is anenthusiast and an optimist. He is 
WIY vight in saying that if we all pull together and 


ph our minds to achieve success that we shall do 
Moe i peenpoes the difficulties; and these must 

: 8 no use trying to evade them or ignore 

y are practical, and not easily surmounted. 


1€ eet) : ° ° 
heeting concluded by electing a Committee to 


INTESTINAL TUMOUR IN THE HORSE. 
By Major F. C. Srratron, A.V.D., Aldershot. 


C. 114, a bay gelding, a troop horse in the 5th 
Lancers, was admitted into the Station Veterinary 
Hospital here on the lst July suffering from 
asthenia and debility. My attention had been 
drawn to this horse previous to his admission, by 
the Officer Commanding the Squadron, who stated 
that the horse was not doing well and had suffered 
from one or two slight attacks of colic recently. I 
told him to send the horse to the hospital for exam- 
ination if he did not make any improvement, and 
this be did. 

On admission the animal’s temperature, respira- 
tion, pulse etc. were normal. He was in bad con- 
dition, coat staring, with very capricious appetite, 
and a nervous anxious expression. He was made 
comfortable in a loose box and carefully watched, 
being given a laxative diet, with green grass. 

For a few days no untoward symptoms presented 
themselves, but on the fourth day after admission, 
July 5th, he began to show symptoms of colic. His 
temperature rose to 1024, and throughout the day 
he suffered from paroxsysms of pain. These con- 
tinued at intervals for three days when he became 
easier, and for the next three weeks he was free 
from pain and began to make some improvement 
in condition. 

On the 28th July he was again taken ill with the 
same sort of colicky pains as previously. These 
resisted all treatment and he eventually died on the 
3rd August. 

The post-mortem revealed a tumour about the 
size of a cocoanut in the wall of the small intestine, 
eight inches from the ileo-cwcal valve. The 
tumour projected into the lumen of the bowel caus- 
ing partial occlusion. A portion of the small bowel 
some distance anterior to the tumour was strangu- 
lated, and this no doubt was the immediate cause 
of death. I forwarded the tumour to the Army 
Veterinary School for examination and received the 
following report from the Assistant Professor, Cap- 
tain KE. E. Martin, A.V.D. :— 


Report on Tumour removed from Horse's Small 
Intestine. 


The tumour was situated in the wall of the small 
intestine and weighed three pounds. It was round- 
ed in shape and firm in consistence, and the cut 
surface was of a pinkish white in colour. There 
was no ulceration of the mucous membrane over it, 
but it was evident that the tumour had caused con- 
siderable obstruction by narrowing the lumen of the 
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bowel at this part. Anterior to the tumour the 
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muscular wall of the bowel was markedly hyper- 
trophied. Microscopically it was found to be a 
fibro-chondrome. The islands of cartilage were 
scattered fairly uniformly through its substance. 
The fibrous tissue is some places appeared to be 
simply a mass of spindle-cells, but the transition of 
these to ordinary fibrous tissue could be followed 
without much difficulty. 








A CLINICAL MEETING. 


On the 11th of November a number of the veteri- 
nary surgeons of the Eastern Counties were infor- 
mally invited by Mr. Pollock, F.R.C.V.S., to his 
Infirmary at Norwich to see several clinical cases 
of interest which he had collected together, and 
also to witness the operation of Ovariotomy in the 
mare and bitch. There were present: the Presi- 
dent of the Eastern Counties Veterinary Medical 
Society (Mr. A. 8. Auger), the Secretary (Mr. H. P. 
Standley), and Messrs. T. E. Auger, Barr, Buck- 
ingham, Cleveland, Holl, Hammond, Low, Mar- 
garson, Reeman, Santy, Smith, and Taylor; also 
the House Surgeon at the Norfolk and Norwich 
Hospital, whilst numerous others who had been 
invited sent letters or telegrams regretting their 
inability to be present. 

The first subject for demonstration was a hackney 
mare 9 years old with the following history. She 
was bred by the owner and had had two foals. For 
the last two or three years she has not had a foal, 
and has lately become a vicious kicker, being of un- 
certain temper, and dangerous to handle, especi- 
ally when in cestrum. Under chloroform and with 
strict attention to antiseptic precautions the ovaries 
were removed, Prof. Hobday explaining in detail 
each stage of the operation ; the ovaries were cystic 


and diseased. For some 24 hours after the opera- |— 


tion she showed, as is usual, a certain amount of 
discomfort, straining a little at intervals, but beyond 
that she has not shown the slightest bad effect, and 
indeed it would be impossible for anyone, after the 
first 24 hours, to detect without close examination 
that anything of the nature of an operation had been 
recently performed. A fortnight after the operation 
she was tried in harness and kicked when passing 
a horse, but not so violently as she had done 
formerly ; she was afterwards used in saddle for 
ten days. Now, when put in harness the only evi- 
dence of her old habit is a slight switching of the 
tail. The owner reports that he considers the 
case a success. 

The next operation was on a terrier bitch 15 
months old belonging to a client of Mr. Margarson, 
Swaffham. She was operated upon on account of 
her troublesome propensities and to prevent her 
becoming a nuisance. She was chlorcformed and 
operated on antiseptically, the wound being hermi- 
tically sealed wijh Iodoform colloid, and each stage 
of the operation was explained in detail. She 
passed through the ordeal quite satisfactorily and 
has since made an excellent recovery. 

A second canine case was that of a bulldog with 
a tumefied condition of the membrana nictitans, and 





this was successfully removed under the antiseptic 
and styptic influence of a mixture of Adrenalin 
and Cocaine; this too has made uninterrupted 
recovery. 

Further cases of interest provided by Mr. Pollock 
were : 

I. A bulldog’s eye with chronic keratitis prov- 
ing a most troublesome one. 

II. A horse with diseased condition of the valves 
of the heart was particularly interesting, its history 
being as follows: Van mare, 8 years old, had 
contracted influenza about a year ago. The heart 
since then has always been irregular in action, the 
animal being unfit for fast work although able to do 
slow work fairly well. 

III. A cab horse was shown which had all four 
limbs very much swollen up to the body. The 
animal had heen given the usual purgative, followed 
by Iodide of patassium and Biniodide of mercury 
twice daily for ten days, and for the next seven 
days once daily, but no good results seemed to 
follow ; he was tested with mallein and no reaction 
took place. This case was put before the members 
of the profession present to show that Iodide oi 
potassium and Biniodide did not seem to have 
such curative properties as had been recently claim- 
ed for them. 

IV. A post-mortem specimen of a dilated cesopha- 
gus taken from a horse which had been killed that 
morning. Mr. Pollock had had the patient, which 
was 12 years old, under continual observation fot 
about 12 months, symptoms of choking being maul 
fested about once a fortnight. 

Altogether a most instructive and enjoyable 
afternoon was spent, Mr. Pollock being heartily 
thanked for the trouble he had taken, and the kind 
thought which had prompted him to invite those 
present to witness the operation. 






















MAGNESIUM SULPHATE IN CANINE 
PRACTICE. 


It is generally admitted that Magnesium sul 
phate, given to dogs in doses sufficient to ~—‘" 
purgation, is apt to have unsatisfactory results. 
is, perhaps, not quite so well known that this age? 
given repeatedly in small doses, is really exce! 
lent alterative. = 

Every practitioner often meets cases of - ffee- 
overfed dogs (frequently, also, more Or less . . 
ted with skin irritation) which, from one om 


and 


another, it is inexpedient to purge, although i 
tive measures are indicated. Few drugs or. 
better in such cases than Mag. sulph. g's. , : ~g It 
dropped on the back of the tongue thrice ‘ ae 
appears to have the same tonic and gentle sone 
efiect.as Hydrarg. c. creta, and is, 1n MY J whet 


safer and more reliable. I have never 5° g, either 
administering Mag. sulph. in the above ws oreY 
vomiting, which occasionally follows es He 
powder” in canine practice, or any gre ig sma 
tation, which I have met with after Bee ool. 
doses of the last-named drug for a few a)° 
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Lastly, this agent may be useful to country prac- 
titioners, who do not find it necessary to stock their 
surgeries with dog pills, but will always be able to 
dispense ground and coloured sulphate of magnesia. 

PARACELSUS. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


BovinE TUBERCULOSIS. 


Professors Ostertag, Breidert, Kestner, and 
Krautstrunk have published their researches upon 
tuberculosis and the pseudo acid fast bacilli which 
are often found in milk mamme and glands. Their 
experiments were carried out on ten healthy cows 
which were infected with material from an affected 
cow and selected with thin skins so as to allow of 
better auscultation. 

It was found that as closing the nostrils in man 
will enhance the bronchial rale in the after breath 
soin cattle it may be made more distinct in the 
same way. And as the administration of Iodide of 
potassium in man increases the murmur, so in cattle 
an injection of 0:5 grm. of Pilocarpine and 0-08 
grm. of Arecolin increases it in cattle, and as in 
healthy cattle this has no such effect it is a useful 
adjunct in the diagnosis of tuberculosis. In all 
cases of mammary tuberculosis the supra mammary 
glands should be examined. 

Harpooning is an infallible way of securing affec- 
ted tissue from the mamme. 

Milk should be examined unskimmed, cream and 
sedimert, in which latter bacilli may readily be 
found. There may be acid-fast bacilli which may 
be confounded with B. tub. 

Susceptible animals should be inoculated with the 
suspected milk, and such inoculations should be in 
the eye and subcutaneous tissue of the abdomen of 
sulnea-pigs. Inoculation is the only safe way of 
differentiating the true and acid-fast  bacilli.— 


Untersuth. we.d.K.u.B. Festellung der Tuberkulose 
des Rindes. 


B. TuseRcULOSIS AND THE INTESTINES. 


oo has established by experiments on dogs, 
ra rd bacillus of tuberculosis can when intro- 
a y way of the mouth under suitable circum- 
hak “ fatty foods, easily and quickly pass 
the i. he Walls of the intestines and pass with 
thes se Into the blood stream. Tubercular lesions 
tinal : uced are found mostly in the lungs, intes- 
a lesions are rare.—Zeits, f.F.u.M. H: yguene. 


Loca, AN&STHESIA WITH CocAINE AND 


ADRENALIN. 


ae and Donnadieu have found (like others) 
oi Ccaine subcutaneously is not always to be 
me ag and have tried injecting at the same 
ew drops of a solution of Adrenalin: 
R Coeain. Hyd. egr. 3 
Ace Adrenal. Chlor. 1% m. 10 
Thic eo. q- erv. ce. 3 
ein “uses a more rapid and more lasting 
€sla.— Annales de Méd. Vét. 
F. E. P. 





Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A Special Meeting of Council was summoned for 
Thursday, January 18th, 1906, at 3 p.m., for the pur- 
pose of confirming the undermentioned alteration of 
teat 110 passed at a special meeting held on Jan. 5 
ast :— 

“That the names of persons proposed for election as 
Honorary Associates of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons previous to being brought before the Council 
be submitted to a Sub-Committee elected for that 
purpose.” 

The following members attended :—Mr. J. A. W. 
Dollar (in the chair), General Thomson, C.B., Colonel 
Duck, C.B., Prof. Penberthy, and Mr. F. W. Wragg. 
Mr. Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. A. W. Hill (Secretary). 

Communications regretting inability to attend the 
meeting were read from Professor Williams, Messrs. 
Abson. Mason, Mulvey, Dewar, Garnett, and Simpson. 

There being only five members present, and seven 
forming a quorum, no meeting was held. 








THE M’FADYEAN TESTIMONIAL. 





Mr. H. Holroyd 21/-| Mr. J. Holland 21/- 
H. Simpson 21/- F. C. Gillard 21/- 
R. Brydon 21/- A. Spruell 21)- 
J. Bainbridge 21/- J. Hammond, jun. 21/- 
H. E. Cross 21/- C. D. Watkins 21/- 
J. Hammond, sen. 21/- J. Grey 21)- 
— Pottie 21)- G. Thatcher 21/- 
—- Cunningham — 21)/- P. Beattie 5/- 
Sir R P. Cooper 100)- Burrell & Son 42/- 
Mr. D. MacGregor 21/- Jas. Henderson 10/6 
C. F. W. Hoole 21/- W. D. Rees 21/- 
Mat. Clarke 21/-| Lieut. H. Greenfield 21/- 
S. W. Jones 10/6 E. Peacey 10/- 
W. Hunting 42/-|° W. L. Anderton = 21/- 
G. Elmes 10/6 W.G. Schofield = 21/- 
H. Howse 21/- D. R. Sowerby 21/- 
Thos. Campbell 7/6 Joseph Abson 42/- 
Thos. King 10/6 H. W. Caton 42/- 
J. M. Stewart 42/- J. D. Overed 21/- 
A. E. Bayley 21/- Peter Wilson 21/- 
W. Penhale (Hols.) 10/6 George Howie 10/6 
E. H. Pratt 21/-| Prof. Shave 21/- 
S. H. Nye 21/- Mr. W. Caudwell 63/- 


Subscriptions may be sent to— 
W. Huntina, Hon. Sec. & Treas. 


The following names have been received for addi- 
tion to the Committee :— 
Mr. John Dunstan 
Principal A. Smith (Ontario). 
Mr. R. E. Mosedale (New Jersey). 


Major F. Joslen (India). 
Lieut. E. C. Webb os 
Capt. T. W. Rudd is 
Col. C. E. Nuttall - 
Col. R. Pringle - 


Col. R. Moore " 
Lieut. H. H. Jolliffe - 
Lieut. W. C. Lowe 


Mr. Aug. Miller (Cairo). 
Wm. Littlewood 
Fras. E. Place (India) 


R. E. Montgomery 
Benj. McInnes 
A. J. Down 


W. Caudwell 


(U.S.A.) 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 vo 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Foct- Glanders Rabies. Shee ; 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth ] (including Cases eet =6Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- | Oat- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out-]| Out- | Slaugh. 
breake| mals. |breaks} mals. |breaks; mals. Dogs. Other breaks breaks. | tered * 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Jan. 20 | 19 | 21 = 85 __ 34 q | 24 = 21 | 70 
1905... 19 | 27 26) 47 | - 6 | 33 
Co onding week in ; 1904 ..] 24 31 24, 68 9 35 | 225 
rr 1903 13 | «#15 = % 12) 39 we pene 124 * 23 | 125 E 
[otal for 3 weeks, 1906 ea ey 48 , 87 87 141 76 85 223 
1905... 65 118 79 129 165 39 128 
i iod i 1904... 59 72 72 166 295 89 477 
sain catciaialaatie 1903... 39 53 55 113 301 95 534 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Jan. 23. 1906. 
IRELAND. Week ended Jan. 13 - ; ee | oe Boe ie 10 | =| 
cae eS mo 
1905 | 18 a. 
Corresponding Week in | 1904 39 4 | 104 
Si cty nS _\ 1908 tI: ot eo a oe ee 
Total for 2 weeks, 1906 ~ ~~ 2 2 28 
1905 ..] -. | 1/ af..].. | 4 3| 3 
Corresponding period in 41904 ..] -- | 1 1 ie BD we 53 6 | 157 
1903 oe | ee 50 ee ee 




















Department of Agriculture and Tashales! Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, Jan. 18, 1906, 


Notr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 





CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
The monthly meeting of the Society was held at 10, 


Red Lion Square, W.C., on Thursday, January 11th, 
Mr. A. L. Butters, President, in the chair. The follow- 


ing members were present: Messrs. A. L. Butters, J. | 
; b] 


Rowe, F. G. Samson, C. H. Sheather, Major E. Taylor, 
C. Sheather, Captain E. E. Martin, W. Perryman, R..J. 


light hearted, end when starting out from the stable 
would always kick for the first three hundred yards, but 
never reared or bucked. I kept him at slow summer 
jogging exercise with a pack of 17in. harriers which | 
then had, and this continued until September 30th, 
1904. His legs were always cool, and he was a ravenous 


| feeder. 


In November, 1904, he was comparatively fit, but I 
began to notice that he would start out from the stable 





rather feelingly in front, but it was exceedingly slight, 


Foreman, J. Willett, Prof. J. Macqueen, G. Upton, A.S.| and as I could feel no heat I thought perhaps it Wa 


Leese, C. E. Wells, W. S. Mulvey, Ainsworth Wilson, | merely a little soreness from work. 


Prof. Nicholson Almond, W. R. Clarke, W. R. Davis, 
R. F. Wall. Prof. F. Hobday, W. Hunting, F. Mosedale, 
and Hugh A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

A letter was read from Sir John M’Fadyean thanking 
the Fellows of the Society for their letter of congratula- 
tion received. 

Telegrams and letter apologising for inability to attend 
were received from Messrs. E. Lionel Stroud, Frank 
Leigh, Sydney H. Slocock. 


EROSION IN METACARPAL BOoNEs. 


Mr. CHARLES SHEATHER exhibited post-mortem speci- 
mens showing active disease of the fore limbs ina horse. 
The history of the case as given by the owner was as 
follows :—“I purchased the roan gelding in July, 1904, 
at Aldridges’. He was emaciated, and his muscles in 
a very wasted condition ; he was suffering from jaundice 
and congestion of the liver, and had humourous boils 
along his back and quarters ; his only warranty was 
quiet to ride. When I got him home I found that 
when loosened in a box he “weaved.” He was very 


In the early spring 
he seemed to be going much better, but in May - 
tenderness at starting rapidly increased, the toes of al 
his front shoes wore out rapidly, and he began to 
stumble a little the first few yards from home. Short 
afterwards, with this starting stumble, whici by the en 
of June became a feature, he would evince the — 
pain, and would quickly sidle to the grass on the edge 
of the road, and would refuse to return to the road Io! 
quite three or four hundred yards afterwards ; stil 
there was no heat in either feet or legs whenever  exal™ 
ined them. | 
I did not ride the horse again until Mid-August, od 
groom merely giving him walking exercise. | then . 
covered he was considerably worse, and would not ~ 
himself in his gallop, nor did he seem to take the san 
pleasure in jumping that he did six months previous * 


A A . shiv pave 
that time I had in my mind that he might possibly ae 


navicular disease. In October I took him out cu ad be 
he started lame and got worse, and when he Johat the 
tried to land on his hind legs. I decided + From 
horse was not fit to ride and took him howe. 








; at .o hox whelr 
then onwards he would lie down in his a 
ever he was left quiet ; there was stil] no heat. 
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| called in a veterinary surgeon who, whilst admitting 
that the case was a very doubtful one for him to diag- 
nose correctly, thought possibly it might be a strain in 
the near shoulder, or something of a rheumatic nature 
in the shoulder. He suggested blistering the shoulder. 

Not satistied with this opinion, I called in another 
veterinary surgeon, who said that he was perfectly cer- 
tain it was a bruised coronet. I recite this last exper- 
ience as it shows what an exceedingly difficult case it 
was to diagnose, for only once before the day you came 
down had I ever felt any heat in either of the front 

3,” 

' Mr. Sheather said that when called to see the horse 
he found him moving the whole of his fore-limbs from 
the knees downward absolutely in one piece. There 
was no sinking of the pastern, he went absolutely rigid 
on the fore legs but bent the knees well. He came out 
with a short step, but after four or five steps he would 
strike the ground with the toe of the near fore foot and 
evince great pain. He found heat in one place only, in 
front of the near fore fetlock joint. The horse, about 
seven years old, was hyper-sensitive, and flinched so 
that there was difficulty in manipulation ; he thought 
the bones were excessively tender, as he was not so sensi- 
tive in the hind legs as in the fore. The season being 
very far gone he told the owner that nothing but 
severe treatment would do him good, and it would be 
always problematical whether he would be useful as a 
hunter but might do harness work. On considering the 
matter the owner decided to have the animal destroyed. 
although it was a pity, as the animal would have been 
valuable for some things. His diagnosis rather tended 
to diffuse inflammation of the bones with considerable 
accentuation in the near fore fetlock joint. From the 
intense pain he showed when he struck his toe he came 
to the conclusion that there was some articular mischief 
at the head of the pastern bone. 

There was not a great deal to see in the bones now ex- 
hibited, but on looking down the near fore leg it would 
be seen there was a destructive state of the bone rather 
than the constructive one which might have been ex- 
pected in a young horse. It was very much pitted. The 
depressions on the upper end of the cannon bones were 
filled up with lime salts. The articular surfaces of the 
fetlock joints at certain parts were very red, and near the 
pastern had a crack in it from the middle of the articular 
surface right up to the front surface of the bone. There 
Was anattempt at repair on the anterior surface. The 
other bone had a crack in the centre about 5/8th in. long, 
but it did not extend to either surface. The bones ap- 
peared as though they had had a coat of lime wash and 
some of it had dropped off ; they were rough over the 
surface, the small pasterns having a feeling of sand paper, 
pee aad mischief had extended over a considerable 
+ cot te bone, The pedal bones and navicular bones 
te no serious variation from health. 
vai os the case was one of constitutional bone di-ease 
= pl ractures merely incidental, or whether they had 
my ccutred at one time it was rather difficult to say. 
sit a. lameness came on in the spring, so that_pos- 

ae ractures might have occurred then, and the 

he om eness of the bone might have existed before. 

— yle he thought the animal was an American 
a anger : The extent of disease visible above the 
a certain — did not seem to be very great. There was 
carpal bone moth roughness on the side of the meta- 
treatment he uch might have been produced by the 
a 5 me received at a period of the year 
character of tf = not very common. The persistent 
the limbs all ne ‘ameness and the extreme tenderness of 

2/08 all indicated the presence of a certain amount 
commonly known by the name of “sore 


ot eriostitis, 
shins,” until it : 
» Until it seemed particularly to have affected the 


pastern bones. It seemed a pity the animal had been 
destroyed, as it might have become very useful. 

Mr. SHEATHER quite agreed that it was unfortunate 
the animal was destroyed, and it was against his view, 
but it enabled the specimens to be obtained when the 
disease was in an active state. 

The PRESIDENT thought the specimens showed that 
Mr. Sheather’s advice was perfectly correct, and it was 
quite possible the animal would have been useful as a 
harness horse. 


ELECTION AND NOMINATION OF FELLOWS. 


The following gentlemen were unanimously elected 
Fellows of the Society: Mr. J. C. Coleman, M.R.C.V.S., 
of Swindon; Mr. A. E. Willett, M.R.C.V.S., of Staines, 
and Mr. R. Eaglesham, M.R.C.V.S., of Bayswater. 

Mr. W. Sherriff was nominated for election at the next 
meeting. 

Reports OF DELEGATEs. 

Prof. Hoppay read the Report of his visit to the 
wea International Veterinary Congress held at Buda- 
-esth. 

The Hon. Secretary read the Report of the delegates 
to the Public Health Congress held in London. 

Prof. J. MACQUEEN in moving a vote of thanks to the 
delegates regretted that the information was somewhat 
belated, as it had appeared in the veterinary periodicals. 
He thought some arrangement should be made whereby 
the delegates might prepare a joint report for presenta- 
tion to the Society within a reasonable time of the hold- 
ing of the Meetings to which they were delegates. 

Mr. F. G. Samson seconded the motion, feeling sure 
the delegates had taken a great amount of trouble to get 
the Reports out, although they had delayed the reading 
for so long. 

The PRresipEN’ appreciated the criticisms, but pointed 
out that the Congresses were held at a time of the year 
when there were no meetings of the Society, and as the 
first meeting was a business meeting and the second the 
Dinner, the present was the first opportunity for present- 
ing the Reports. In future something might be done to 
facilitate the earlier presentation. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 


Lay INSPECTORS. 


Mr. W. S. Mutvey said that at the last meeting of 
the Society Mr. Slocock drew attention to the manner 
in which evidence given by the Inspectors of the Royal 
and other Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals was taken as expert, and a resolution was 
passed drawing the attention of the Council of the 
Royal College to the fact. Since then he had had 
auother matter brought to his notice, with regard to 
which something might well be added to the resolution. 
When the owner of a vehicle licensed to carry passen- 
gers had a horse stopped for cruelty by the police or by 
one of the Inspectors he received a notice at the bottom 
of which was the following order: “ Before being again 
used, it wil] be necessary to bring the horse to the Police 
Station of the district on one of the appointed days of 
Inspection, that it may be again seen by the Inspector 
of Public Carriages and certified by him as fit for public 
use.” The Inspector of Public Carriages was not a 
veterinary surgeon. Not only did that happenin 
cruelty cases, but in the previous week aman had a 
horse injured by a wheel running over its pastern, and 
he also received a notice to that effect. He believed in 
London after veterinary surgeons had certified that a 
horse was fit to work the Inspector of Public Carriages 
had certified to the contrary. He proposed that the 
matter should be added to the resolution passed at the 
last meeting. 

Mr. SAMSON asked what would happen if the horse 





was not taken for inspection and went on work.ng 4 
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Mr. Mutvey said he was informed by several cab pro- 
wietors that as they were the holders of licences the 
Metropolitan Police had the power to suspend that 
licence if they did not carry out instructions sent them 
by the police. 

Mr. Upton seconded the proposition. 

The PRESIDENT thought it was a question that was 
somewhat local, being under the Metropolitan Police 
Act, and was not quite on all fours with the resolution 
moved by Mr. Socock at the last meeting, as the 
R.S.P.C.A. had its officers in all parts of the country. 
Therefore he thought it would be better to write to the 
Commissioner of Police drawing his attention to one or 
two clear cases in which the inspector had certified a 
horse to be unfit after a veterinary surgeon had certified 
it as fit for work. It would be a matter more in the 
interest of cab masters than veterinary surgeons. 

Mr. MuLvey said a letter dealing with certain stated 
cases would only draw the attention of the Chief Com- 
missioner to those cases, and not to the fact that the 
Inspector of Public Carriages was not a veterinary 
surgeon ! 

Prof. MACQUEEN suggested the matter might be left 
over until the profession had a Member of Parliament. 

Prof. ALMoND thought the owners of horses had a 
grievance, and if that grievance could be removed he 
thought the Society should do something, not only for 
the sake of the proprietors of horses, but also for the 
credit of veterinary surgeons. 

Mr. Huntine thought the real point was the inter- 
ference with the professional work of the veterinary sur- 
geon. If an appeal was to be made to the Chief Com- 
missioner instead of to the Council, he suggested that 
the complaint to the Chief Commissioner should be 
that he had his veterinary work done by policemen. 
There was a time when the police employed a veterinary 
surgeon regularly, but now, who doctored their horses or 
examined them he did not know, although he thought 
it was a police inspector. 

Mr. Samson thought there was no doubt it was a 
very great hardship to the horse-owners of London, and 
he mentioned a case of an omnibus proprietor, who a few 
months ago had to take 16 to 20 horses to Rochester Row, 
where they stood three or four hours in the pouring 
rain before they were looked at. That was a great ex- 
pense, and he did not know that it did not amount to 
cruelty at this time of the year. He thought a very 
strong protest should be sent to the Commissioner of 
Police. 

Mr. SHEATHER suggested joint action with the pro- 
prietors of public vehicles rather than independent action 
on the part of the Society. Veterinary surgeons were 
not the principals in the matter; they could give their 
support, but he did not think they could interfere in a 
thing that had not any direct connection with the 
profession. 

_Mr. Mutvey thonght the profession had a perfect 
right to complain of a police inspector being allowed to 
act as a veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. HuNTING pointed out that it would be three 
months before there was a meeting of the Council of 
the College, and asked why a letter should not be sent 
to the Chief Commissioner. 

Mr. MuLvey agreed to that course, and he proposed 
“That this meeting desire to draw the attention of the 
Chief Commissioner of Police tothe fact that decisions 
as to the fitness ot horses working in licensed carriages 
is left to laymen instead of being entrusted to veterinary 
surgeons. These powers are even exercised in opposition 
to the certified opinions of veterinary surgeons.” 

Mr. Upton thought it ought also to go before the 
R.C.V.S. and moved to that effect. 

Mr. HuntIne seconded,.Mr. Mulvey’s motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 





FISTULA OF THE WITHERS.* 
By W. R. Davis, M.R.C.V.S., Enfield. 


Discussion. 
Mr. G. Upton was inclined to believe that there was 
a great deal yet to be learned with regard to the pathology 
of fistulous withers. He was inclined to doubt whether 
the disease was always due to external injuries, and 
thought it was due rather to constitutional influences 
such as debility. | The disease frequently occurred as a 
sequel to strangles, and was due toa germ. He mer- 
tioned a case of a horse that developed fistulous withers 
on being sent home from a horse-breaker. The owner 
threatened the breaker with a prosecution, and wanted 
to know whether he, Mr. Upton, could swear that the 
man had used a collar too small or hit the animal witha 
stick, and he told him he believed it was a case that had 
not been caused by external blows. With regard to 
treatinent, he had never found anything better than 
using three setons on each side as nearly as_ possible 
parallel with the anterior angle of the scapula. The 
chief point wasample drainage. Success was largely due 
to the season of the year. In late autumn a case might 
last eight or nine months, but in the early spring it 
seemed to heal more quickly. Plenty of good food shouli 
be given, and as medicine there was nothing to beat 
arsenic. He was very anxious to know what was really 
the cause of the complaint. 
Prof. ALMOND said that in former times no doubt all 
fistulee were surrounded by a certain amount of mystery 
and many nostrums were used, but since the days of 
Pasteur and the introduction of Listerism all mystery 
connected with such diseases had passed away, and only 
common surgical principles had to be followed in order 
bring about a cure. It appeared to him there were three 
things to be done—to make surgically clean, to relieve 
tension, and to keep clean. If those conditions could be 
attained, recovery would very soon follow. As to the 
causes, they undoubtedly arose from some form of In), 
and it was not necessary to bring about a fracture of tle 
skin. Injury of the surface was sufficient to admit pus 
organisms, not only in that situation, but in any other 
situation of the body. During the week he had hada 
case which very well illustrated that. A horse fell dows 
on a wooden pavement and badly bruised his knee ; the 
skin was not broken but pus organisms passed throug! 
the bruised skin anda large abscess formed in that regiol. 
The same thing occurred in connection with fistulous 
withers. ; 
Mr. W. Huwntine almost agreed with Saree 
Alinond, but hardly liked, to claim that on any pom” 
surgery or medicine everything was known. As the 
essayist had pointed out, once there wes an marr 
through the fascia under the skin covering any ol , 
muscles of the withers a very serious condition was ~ 
np. The continuous twitching of the muscles 10 
part carried pus and other fluid in all directions. he 
Davis said that infection from wounds of the fore ~ 
was occasionally the determining cause, and og 4 
cases which might certainly bear out that ides ova 
(Mr. Hunting’s) own limited experience had yoo + _ 
him into contact with anything of the sort, and De") 
gested those cases might have been a incidence, aa 
could not see how an injury toa foot or fetloct -_ 
ever end in fistulous withers. Under the head of ore ot 
tions the essayist said that he made an ayes ‘a 
six inches long in the middle line through yr 
tissues. His (Mr. Hunting’s) experience ce wither 
through the middle line in the case of fistulol sippe 
was that the skin and subcutaneous tissle — 
apart and hung down, leaving the prominen 
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standing up unprotected. An incision in the median 
line had no advantage over an incision to the left or 
right of the median line. The essayist suggested slit- 
ting up the sinuses with a probe pointed bistoury. That 
might be a good plan, but he certainly thought sinuses 
might be nsed in a better manner. They were usually 
dependent orifices from the original sore, and by putting 
a tape through them they might be used for the escape 
ofany fluid from above. He believed that in every case 
of fistula there was a foreign body present which kept 
up the mischief, a piece of necrotic tissne, either bone or 
ligament. But it was not merely one piece. If the con- 
dition lasted there would be a cavity in which there was 
a series of pieces of necrotic tissue, and it was possible 
some little piece might be left behind which started the 
whole mischief again. Mr. Davis having cut down and 
removed the necrotic tissue disinfected the parts and 
then brought the wound together. If he had been sue- 
cessful in removing all his necrotic tissue he might do so, 
but he (Mr. Hunting) never brought the wound toge- 
ther; on the contrary, he endeavoured to keep the 
wound widely open for 24 hours or more, and to do so 
plugged the wound firmly with tow or cotton wool. 
Under the supposition that some necrotic tissue might 
have been left in the wound he saturated the pack with 
acaustic, or something that would cause suppuration, 
such as chloride of zine or perchloride of iron, so that 
there might be a sloughing out. He quite agreed with 
the essayist with regard to nursing and after treatment, 
and that a lot of hot water bathing was to be avoided. 
All that was required afterwards was cleanliness. He 
agreed also with the essayist that it was well not to give 
a positive opinion. The essayist said that the more the 
disease advanced towards the interior the greater it be- 
came on account of the liability of suappuration extend- 
ing to the lamellar portion of the ligamentum nuche, 
and there was one member in the room who would 
remember that as long as he lived. He himself had a 
case of the kind that would have puzzled the best sur- 
geon in the world. When there were a lot of large 
siniises underneath the shoulder blade it was often im- 
possible to say, but when they were between the two 
lamellae and both sides were bulged symmetrically, the 
only thing todo was to destroy the animal. At the end 
ofthe paper the anthor said that infiltration of pus to 
ee ereroeal gutter and into the thoracic cavity might 
a to conditions that prove fatal. In his experience 
boy er come across a case of that kind, but he 
es — rad possibility from a case he had some time 
of the thee x — condition was in the opposite side 
rethet al "as ge a diseased sternum penetrated 
eo o the wa l, causing a thoracic abscess. He 
<— paper was a very good one because it was 
simple and practical, } 
» ' ‘ 
Raver ven _ HEATHER agreed with Mr. Hunting’s 
Tow and y ept as regarded packing with tow and wool. 
cold mosenection with inuscle, especially if an animal 
which could ny be f ortions were retained in the wound 
never weed a _ b aan until afterwards, and so he 
medication of Ie ut broad tape. With regard to the 
cilendula. one _ wounds, he had used Tincture of 
water, and ned of the tincture to one part of distilled 
a fiatulous cme : lat pus soon ceased toform. He nad 
Which hada de ] of al ariganiade. rn opene 
forwards, but pth of about four inches from the heel 
‘UL one injection of the tincture of calendula 


Was suttics . 
. ent to bring abor a - . age 
trely recovering = it a good result, the horse en- 


Mr. J. Ro 
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Its effects in filling up the spaces were 
ts use was continued it produced a 
ne cases a slight caustic was necessary 
rowth, One of the causes of fistulous 


wool he never used in a case of fistula or al, 





withers that Mr. Davis had not referred to, was the 
biting of each others’ withers by colts. Another im- 
portant point in treatment was not to allow an animal to 
move about when its muscles were affected with fistula. 
Prof. J. MACQUEEN thought the paper a very excellent 
one, although he did not agree with every detail, espec- 
ially concerning treatment, and he thought exeeption 
might be taken to some of the preliminary statements. 
With regard to what was said about cyst and hema- 
toma, he did not agree that the proper thing to do was 
to open either. | When a veterinary surgeon had to do 
with a cyst of the withers, or even hematoma of the 
withers—and he looked upon the two conditions as dif- 
ferent degrees of the same complaint—the proper thing 
was to lay the skin open and dissect out the cyst, taking 
“are not to wound the wall. That could be done long 
before suppuration took place. He agreed that so-called 
fistulous withers sometimes arose from cyst or hematoma 
but there were many cases due to other causes, or at least 
were not preceded by any swelling of the kind. With 
regard to treatment, he sometimes thought that in the 
cases he had had to do with the treatment had not been 
quite as active as it might have been, and certainly had 
not been carried out with much energy, and often with 
little skill. He made no reflection upon members of the 
profession, because he believed that everyone in the pro- 
tession met with cases that were very difficult to deal with. 
Yet at the same time he thought that the common treat- 
ment of the early stages of fistulous withers by the veter- 
inary surgeon was to be explained by a story which he 
had heard the other day, a story of a policeman and a 
burglar. The burglar was ina cellar getting ready his 
stuff and the policeman, seeinga light, shouted “ Hallo.” 
The burglar looked up and the policeman continued, 
“What are you doing there?” The burglar replied, 
“ Working late, policeman: busy times this new year— 
will yon have a drink?” The policeman had a drink 
and departed, the burglar informing him, “ You come 
this way again, policeman, and you shall have another 
drink.” When the policeman returned of course the 
burglar had gone. That was the way in which many 
veterinary surgeons approached fistulous withers. They 
saw the swelling of the withers and they said “ Hallo” 
and they had a look at it, perhaps had a drink, and 
then passed on. They came along a little while after 
and found pus had broken ont. If fistulons withers 
were approached in a more energetic fashion there 
woul! not be so many complicated cases. He did not 
agree with anyone who maintained there was a mystery 
about the disease, and he did not agree with Mr. Upton. 
He conld remember the time when fistulous withers was 
regarded as a special entity which might be treated 
successfully in various ways, and there was no doubt 
that in certain districts to-day fistulous withers was re- 
garded as peculiar affection constitutionally acquired. 
In the majority of instances fistulous withers, or the in- 
jury which was so-called, arose from external violence 
of some kind. As to treatment, the proper thing to 
do was to thoroughly examine the region affected, and 
the wound ought to be well probed. Slitting the 
sinuses was not all that was required, and sometimes 
was not the chief thing required. The existence of a 
sinus in a horse’s withers indicated in most instances 
the existence somewhere in the region of a piece of 
necrosed tissue; it might be muscle, it might be liga- 
ment, it might be fascia, it might be bone or cartilage, 
and it might be ligamentum nuche. In_his experience 
necrosis of the cordiform portion of the ligamentum 
nuche had been the chief difficulty in the treatment of 
cases. He had resected the ligamentum nuchwe again 
and again in the same subject, and sometimes as far as 
fourt en inches in advance of the original wound, and 
had had to divide it again, excising a plece every now 
andthen, Of all cases, with the exception of those in 
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which pus burrowed beneath the scapular prolongation, 
fistulous withers complicated by necrosis of the liga- 
mentum nuche was the most difficult todeal with. He 
did not agree with mere slitting up thesinuses. It was 
necessary to probe well, thoroughly ascertain the depth 
and direction of the sinuses, and follow them up and 
find their depth. It might mean a good deal of dissec- 
tion and laceration of the withers, but it was the only 
safe way at the outset of the case. Having searched 
each of the sinuses it was necessary, either by inspec- 
tion or by digital manipulation, to ascertain whether 
one had to deal with rough bone, rough cartilage, or 
rough ligament. There was no harm, if the veterinary 
surgeon knew the region he was dealing with, in using 
a sharp spoon or currette. He did not agree with stuff- 
ing the cavities; there was no need for it if every part of 
necrotic tissue had been removed. All that was neces- 
sary, having cleared the cavity, was to disinfect it. He 
did not see any special objection to stitching up the 
cavities, but he had never seen the necessity for it. 
One could not expect healing by first intention and had 
therefore to wait for healing by granulation. He did 
not hesitate to remove material that was not exactly 
necrotic if it had a suspicious look, sawing through 
spinous processes and removing anything he came across 
that had an unhealthy look, although he might be in 
doubt whether it was necrosed or not. He did not think 
it was a matter of any great consequence what disinfec- 
tant was used and would not like to pin his faith to 
tincture of calendula, which was not the only sheet 
anchor. 

Mr. SHEATHER said he never suggested it was a 
specific. 

Professor MACQUEEN thought there were other anti- 
septics quite as good. One of the greatest difficulties 
in connection with the cases was the position of the de- 
pending orifice. Mr. Hunting had said that sinuses 
were to be regarded as depending orifices, but in his 
experience all sinuses of the withers were not dependent 
—a great many of them were horizontal and a great 
many more or less oblique, and usually in the wrong 
direction. In order to provide sufficient drainage, 
counter openings were required, and he should never 
hesitate to make a counter opening if he had any doubt 
as to the depth of the wound. He agreed with the 
essayist that gauze was the best kind of drain, but a 
piece of tape would do. He did not keep the gauze or 
the tapein position any longer than to allow thedrain to be 
established, as soon as it was established he withdrew the 
tape or gauze. Another difficulty experienced, especially 
where a large wound had to be made, was the rapid 
formation of granulation tissue. Withers that had been 
under treatment might be seen very much deformed in 
consequence of excessive g:anulation, and sometimes the 
wound could be seen with skin edges incurved or fixed 
to the granulation, with « large intervening gap with 
no skin at all, and sometimes the granulation was stand- 
ing above the level of the withers. It bled freely, but 
there was a way of removing it without unnecessarily 
exposing the animal to danger by bieeding, namely, 
slicing the new growth of granulated tissue and then 
bringing the edges into position. A great deal could be 
done to prevent deformity. He knew of some cases that 
had been sacrificed simply because of the deformity of 
the withers due to excessive growth. } 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Professor 
Macqueen, the discussion was adjourned. — 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Sheather 
for his specimens and notes thereon. 

A vote of thanks to the President concluded the 
meeting. 

Huenw A, MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 
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The meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, Aytoun 
Street, Manchester, on Friday, January 19th, 1906. 

Mr. Henry Sumner presided, and among those why 

signed the attendance book were the following :— Messrs, 
J. Fraser, H. G. Simpson, Windsor ; Horace L. Roberts, 
Manchester ; W. Packman, Bury; J. 8. Lloyd, Sheffield: 
W. F. Fletcher, Wrexham; Prof. W. Owen Williaus, 
N.V.A.; W. Roger Clarke, Central V.M.S.; J. Clarkson, 
Yorkshire V.S.; T. Hopkin, 8. Locke, Manchester: 
Win. Shipley, E.C.V.M.S.;  W. A. Byrne, Roscommon: 
J. H. Carter, Burnley ; M. T. Giblin, Rochdale; A. 
Lawson, Manchester ; A. Munro, Altrincham ; Stafford 
Jackson, Liverpool ; H. A. MeCormack, London ; J. 
McKinna, Huddersfield ; John Share Jones. Liverpool: 
3. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland; —H. E. Audley Charles, 
Brighton; A.S. Auger, E.C.V.M.A.; E. Lionel Stroud, 
London; J. A. Todd, 8.C.V.S.; R. Porch, London; John 
Davidsoo, North of England V.M.A.; Wm. Bower, East 
Rudham: W. A. Bartrum, Manchester; E. Faulkner, 
Manchester ; A. W. Mason, Leeds; F. W. Wragg, White- 
chapel; J. B. Cowx, Manchester ; G. O. Ogden, Fileet- 
wood ; 8. B. Price, Blackpool ; Richard Hughes, Oswes- 
try ; H.C. Harrison, Bowdon ; C. E. Challinor, Pendle. 
bury ; A. L. Butters, London ; J. W. Brittlebank, Man- 
chester; W. A. Taylor, Manchester; J. B. Wolstenholwe 
and G. H. Locke, Hon. Sec. to the Lanes. V.M.A. 

The Chairman : I call upon the Secretary to read the 
circular convening the meeting. 

The Secretary (Mr. G. H. Locke) read the circular 
originally issued, and said: This circular was sent t0 
every society in Great Britain and Ireland, and I received 
a great many responses saying that they all agre d tot 
but they wanted to know what the scheme was. That was 
referred back to our Council, and this is the further «lr 
cular dated Nov. Ist. (The circular was read). I seut 
out 300 of these circulars to all societies, and also 
those whom I considered the most prominent member 
of the profession. I received a great many replies sayin 
that they were sorry that they could not be with us, bit 
there was not one adverse to the scheme. After further 
discussion at our Conncil it was thonght that the fim 
appointed for the meeting (11 o'clock) was very a kward 
for people coming from a distance, so the time “* 
changed to 12.30 (noon). I have received apologies fro"! 
gentlemen who could not be here to-day—trom Messrs. 
J. F. Simpson, Sidney Villar, J. Abson, T. C. Howatst 
William Awde, Principal MeCall, Mr. Hunting and Mr. 
Freeman Barrett. I have just had a telephone mest" 
from Mr. Freeman Barrett, who wishes the meeting eve" 
success. I have received letters from some individual 
who give their opinion eithér one way or the other. 
will read them now or after the resolution. 

The reading of the letters was postponed. ™ 

The Cuarrman: As President of the Lance 
Veterinary Medical Association I desire to welcome” a 
heartily each and all attending this mecting. 1 at 
Manchester are conscious that many_ have attendey jel 
very considerable personal inconyenience, and SW" 
flattered at the response to the invitation to Gl a 
matter which has assnmed very great importance, ia. 
as to whether we shall endeavour to obtain wor ys al 
mentary representation. I feel sure that I mee - in all 
historically with the matter. Suffice it to say societies 
parts of the country, in the meetings of kindred pare 
it has met with earnest consideration, and it s* we 
the members of the Lancashire Society pes ay 
had arrived when an effort, such as we — of the 
should be made, in order to focus the discussie! 
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moveaent and, if necessary, to take the initial steps in 
formulating the scheme and the means best calculated to 
attain the return of a veterinary surgeon to_ Parliament 
(Hear, hear). Lancashire has not pledged itself to any 
particular line of action, and awaits the result of what 
we hope will be a discussion of the movement in all its 
bearings and possibilities, and a decision as to the ways 
and means of its fulfilment. I may say, ex officro, that if 
itis the desire of the profession, as voiced by this repre- 
sentative meeting, that the movement should proceed, 
and the aid of Lancashire is invoked, that call will 
not be invain. There is one factor—that is the political 
factor--which we must, I think, each and everyone of us 
be prepared to abnegate (Hear, hear). I know the difti- 
culties, at the present time especially, of acquiescence, for 
lam personally given to strong political feelings, but I 
do fee! sure that if we allow our political feelings to have 
vent the object of our meeting will be absolutely frus- 
trated (Hear, hear), and I ask you in this matter to 
place profession before party (Hear, hear, and applause). 
As to the procedure of the meeting we suggest that it 
shall be a discussion first as to the desirability, and 
secondly as to the means best calculated to carry out the 
object. In order to keep the discussion within bounds 
we think it would be undesirable to allow more than 
two opportunities to any speaker on each resolution 
before the meeting, and by giving them two opportunities 
we feel we are giving them a reply to any remarks which 
may be made after their primary effort. It would be 
difftcult to hear if gentlemen remain in their places and 
we ask those who feel constrained to speak—and we hope 
there will be a great volume of speech—to kindly come 
to the table so that their fellows may hear every word 
to which they give expression. 

This question of Parliamentary representation is not 
one upon which the Parliamentary Committee of the 
Vouncil of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
can act; it is for the profession asa body to say whether 
or not it shall be represented in the House of Commons. 
| therefore with confidence place the matter in your 
hands for discussion, and call upou Mr. Roberts who is a 
member of our Association and bas given this matter 
very serious consideration, and has been very zealous in 
bringing it before the meetings of veterinary medical 
associations far distant from Manchester, to move the 
first resolution : That, in the judgment of this Confer- 
*nee, itis desirable in the interests of the veterinary 
peteosion and the community that a veterinary surgeon 
a” elected to the House of Commons. (Ap- 
Pas ee: Mr. President and Gentlemen,—It has 
worthy On. ot . propose the resolution which our 
I do that geen — read from the chair, but before 
to rata d or to deal briefly with some alter- 
tleeting ere ens Which have been made at a former 

weting of this Association and at some meetings of 

‘indred associations. Tl firs > whi pos 
teiienie. dat on . ie first one to which I propose 
spective Menh = a to influence our re- 
of the — of Parliameut on behalf of the claims 
health and the wo Profession when subjects of pnblic 
the House of Fe agious diseases of animals are before 
privilege of ei commons, Those of us who have the 
ent eee os 1g acquainted with Members of Parlia- 
0 lave repeatedly urged the claims of the profession 

Pon our own political friend . } ss 

etme riends, 

brought *seudhd ouster suggestion which has been 
pointment of alobl re meetings, that IS, the ap- 
4 gentleman who nyu. If you define by a “lobbyist ” 

1 House of ( proceeds into one or other lobby of 

vell, we ar /omunons after the ringing of the division 

ve are agreed. On the other hand if ink ; 

lobbyist in te mene 1, e other hand if you think a 
correspondent — would acceptance of the term—a lobby 
ests in the Honse of e able to watch over our inter- 
those of us who are Commons, I fear that is not so. 

are acquainted with the lobbyist know 


the qualifications necessary for the work, and that the 
owers given to any gentleman must be wide; but a 
lobbyist is a journalist, and therein lies the difficulty. 
Is there a member of our profession who would be able 
to represent any great daily or weekly paper in the lobby 
of the House of Commons? I fear not. With all 
respect to the journalism of our profession I do not 
think a representative of any of our journals would be 
successful in his application to enter the lobby as a cor- 
respondent. Can it, as a matter of fact, be maintained 
that a lobbyist would be in a position to better the con- 
dition or the existing state of affairs in the profession ? 
Those who advocate that now stand at the golden 
moment of constructive compromise. If they in their 
wisdom do not see fit to join us the matter will not be 
dropped, we shall go on, and in the meantime we must 
endeavour to educate them. 

I now pass to the next point which has been raised 
as an alternative suggestion; that is, indirect representa- 
tion in the House of Commons. In the first place what 
is meant by indirect represeutation of the profession ? 
Is it meant that we are to approach some gentleman of 
the House of Commons and ask him to watch our 
interests whatever they might be’ I do not entertain 
the feasibility of indirect representation. Doubtless a 
number of Members of Parliament would be only too 
pleased to take a subsidy from the pockets of the veteri- 
nary profession. 

I will briefly touch upon the necessity for the return 
of a veterinary surgeon to Parliament. I think the 
necessity for the return of a veterinary surgeon to the 
House of Commons is apparent to us all, and I would 
beg leave to draw your attention to the copies of a re- 
print (from The Meat Trades’ Journal) which lie on the 
chairs. I think the statements contained therein pre- 
sent some aspects of the case in a condensed form. 
Although much more might be said in support of the 
urgency of the situation, it is for you to decide whether 
it is necessary or not. I will now pass on as briefly as 
possible to some of the objections. The objections 
which have been raised appear to me to come under two 
heads—the frivolous objections and the non-frivolous 
objections. The non-frivolous objections do not appear 
to us insurmountable. The frivolous objections [ will 
dismiss in a few words. They refer chiefly to the alleged 
pronunciation of incorrect English of some members of 
the veterinary profession. Comment is needless. The 
non-frivolous iadienn are those which might be classed 
under the head of political difficulty. I do not refer to 
our individual differences of opinion in politics but a 
supposed difficulty in the selection and the adoption of 
a veterinary surgeon by any Parliamentary constituency. 
I beg to move :—-That, in the judgment of this Confer- 
ence it is desirable in the interests of the veterinary pro- 
fession and the community that a veterinary surgeon 
should be elected to the House of Commons. 

The Cuarrman : I have much pleasure in calling upon 
Mr. Fraser. 

Mr. Fraser: Mr. President and gentlemen,—Allow 
me to express the pleasure I experience in facing not 
only a Lancashire audience but also so many of my 
colleagues in the profession. For some reasons I should 
much prefer another member of your Association to have 
seconded the resolution—I think it would have been 
more becoming—and I suggested that to some members 
I met in Red Lion Square I few weeks ago, but as they 
thought that I should take this part of the duty [ now 
proceed to do so, ; 

Allow me, first of all, to congratulate the Lancashire 
Veterinary Medical Association upon their success in 
bringing together such an excellent meeting. I feel the 


personal duty I have to perform is net a very onerous 
one, chiefly because I have had many opportunities of 
addressing various veterinary associations in different 





parts of the country which gave me an opportunity of 
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ventilating my views, and through the associations | 
have had the hospitality of the columns of our veteri- 
nary press, so that my views at all events are pretty 
familiar to every member who is present here. 

Now, sir, in the first place I should like to refer to the 
points upon which we are agreed. It would be a most 
unusual thing that so many gentlemen as [ see here to- 
day would have a unanimous opinion about anything. 
[I think it would be discreditable to us allif we did not 
think for ourselves and have the courage of expressing 
our opinions upon any subject that was submitted to us. 
But, sir, I submit with the utmost contidence that differ- 
ences of opinion donot make usincapable of united action. 
(Hear, hear.) However we may differ about the ineans 
to be employed for securing our object, we may surely 
agree, and I think we shall be agreed, as to the desira- 
bility of the object itself. Now we are agreed about this, 
I think, that the veterinary profession does not occupy 
the position in the public service to which it is entitled 
by the capacity for service and by the intelligence and 
attainments of the members of the profession. I do not 
want to go into details and to labour that point too 
largely, too minutely. I merely refer to the position of 
the veterinary surgeon in the Army, in the service of the 
Board of Agriculture, and in the service of the Corpo- 
rations of the larger towns, and of the local authorities 
throughout the length and breadth of the land. It is 
well known, sir, to everyone here that we are in many 
respects regarded by many authorities as an inconvenient 
necessity. Iam speaking not only from observation, but 
I am also speaking from experience—that the veterinary 
surgeon is not looked upon by many authorities as a man 
who is capable of acting in the service of the public, as 
we all know him to be capable of doing. Now our desire 
is that he should be put into that position, and I parti- 
cularly want to emphasise this fact. 1 do not conceal, I 
am not ashamed to admit, that I do want to see the pro- 
fession itself, for its own sake, occupy a better position 
than it does to-day. (Hear, hear.) But that is not my 
primary object, and I want to emphasise that. I am 
particularly anxious that the community, the nation, 
should have at its disposal the service which we are 
capable of giving. (Hear, hear.) Now the State has 
not got that. All sorts of men are creeping in who do 
not understand our duties, and we are excluded from 
performing the duties that we are well qualified to per- 
form. We want to remedy that, and I ask you, sir, and 
I ask the gentlemen whom I have the pleasure of ad- 
dressing, in what way we can improve our position, 
modify or remove entirely the inequalities from which 
we suffer now. I suggest with the utmost confidence—- 
and if it is anything to commend itself to your judgment, 
I have given it atleast 15 or 16 yearsof thought—that the 
most effective way of removing thedisabilities from which 
we suffer is by sending one of our number to the House 
of Commons. (Hear, hear.) There, on the floor of the 
House of Commons, he can publicly declare the injustice 
from which we suffer and, owing to that injustice, the 
injury which it has inflicted upon the community. You 
must remember, sir, that that is the only method of get- 
ting access to the Legislature and to the Executive. We 
cannot in any way touch the Legislature except by a re- 
presentative. Ido notsay directly representing the profes- 
sion. I have endeavoured on several occasions to make 
that distinct and clear. I for one do not suggest that 
we should have a representative directly of the profes- 
sion. What I do suggest is a very different thing—that 
a member of the profession should be sent to the House 
of Commons. 

Now, sir, it has been said—and the proposer of this 
resolution has referred to it this morning—that there 
are other methods by which we could accomplish our 
purpose. Now I should like to emphasise this, that I 
do not disapprove of any of these methods. I approve 
of them entirely. But my point is this that you would 
























add weight aud effec.iveness to these methods by having 
a man in the House to back youup. (Hear, hear.) You 
send a deputation, for instance, to the Board of Agricul- 
ture. Suppose that you had a veterinary surgeon in the 
House of Commons to introduce you to the Board, to 
introduce your deputation, and to speak for them. Do 
you tell me that the influence of that man would not 
add weight to the representations of that deputation! 
I am perfectly sure of it. Havea lobbyist if you like, 
if you think it wise to do so, but back up the lobbyist 
with a member of Parliament. Speak to your repre. 
sentatives in the different constituencies in which you 
live if you like, and itis a wise thing to do, but if you 
back it up by your‘own member in the House it will 
increase your influence with the members who represent 
you in the House of Commons. 

But then, again, | have been met in personal conver- 
sation, and also in addressing societies, with this objec- 
tion. “It is all very well what you say, what you are 
suggesting, but can we doit?” Mr. President, we can 
do it with one condition—if we are determined to 
accomplish it. (Hear, hear.) If we all put our shoulders 
to the wheel, determined not to stop for little opposi- 
tions or obstacles that come into the way, I ain perfectly 
sure we shall be able to do it. As to the suggestion 
that we have not got a member in the profession who 
can speak grammatical English correctly, gentlemen, | 
resent it with indignation. (Hear hear.) It is a dis 
graceful reflection upon an intelligent body of men such 
as I claim we are, although I am a member of it myself. 
We have many of them, plenty of men who, if returned 
would not only be a credit to us, mark you, but bea 
credit to the country of which we form part. (Hear, 
hear.) ies 

Now there are other people who say, “There is this 
difticulty, and the next difficulty.” Now I understand, 
and I appreciate, the man who points out difficulties. | 
will tell you the man I do not appreciate—the man who 
singles out difficulties with a sort of glee, points ut 
checks, and says, “ You cannot get over that. The 
man I do like is the man who selects the difficulties, 
after having carefully thought it out, and then comes 
you and says, “I will help you to get over it,’—(heat, 
hear)—not to put a difficulty in the way and stand there 
as a sort of defiance and say, “ You cannot overcoli- 
that.” Wecan get overthem all. I venture to say, nd 
I hope you will not think it egotism, that there is not 4 
difficulty presented to us in this movement which T have 
not thought of. I think I have thought of everyone @ 
them, but I will say this much—-I have not thought o! 
one that is insuperable. (Hear, hear.) a 

There is one point which I should particularly _ 5 
draw your attention to, and I attach a great dea 4 
weight to it. I believe that outside of the professie®! 
self we will receive a great deal of sympathy, — 
after all the British public like and appreciate og 
and when they see a swall profession such as “ ~ 
numerically, not very strong, not very \ ealthy as iad 
finances are concerned, but combined for a public ae 
which is not in itself selfish, I say that outside ee 
ranks we will receive long and loud applause. ae 
extremely pleased to see only a few weeks ago@ i. of 
from Lord Turnour, a Member of Parliament for 0m" 
the Sussex divisions. There he reflects the spony ns 
side the profession, and he tells us distinctly at i 
he is concerned, and he is a representative m8 
would welcome to the ranks of Members st _ e 
a member from our profession. He goes ee ofthe 
says that he thinks such a gentleman W! would 
utmost service to the House, and that es tuent? 
worthily represent not only an agricultural cons 
but any constituency. 


y » ndee to see 8? 
Now, gentlemen, I am very pleased intaet with 
many here this afternoon. {i am looking d to the 


considerable interest to what you have to say 4” 
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result of our meeting here. My most sanguine expecta- 
tion is that we will at all events take one step further, 
and that we will place this movement in a_ position 
which will enable it to promote the best interests of the 
profession we represent, aud of the community of which 
we form part. (Applause). 

The CHAIRMAN: At this stage of the meeting it may 
bea little irregular, but I think it well that the Secretary 
should go through some of the correspondence he has 
with absent members who have in many ways expressed 
an opinion as to the ways and means. 

Mr. G. H. Locke read the lettters. 

The CuarRMAN: In this respect I have a personal 
letter from my old friend and colleague, Mr. Slocock, 
and he supports the movement in all its bearings. He 
encloses a meat trade circular and asks the question, 
would it be possible for us to combine to an extent with 
them until we gain strength. That is a question bearing 
upon the indirect representation—whether the Meat 
Trade Associations weuld think it worth while to assist 
us or whether we should assist them. 

Professor W1LLIAMs: I was under the impression 
that there was a suggestion that there should be an ad- 
journment for lanch before we continue the discussion. 

The CuarrMAN: If it were possible with unanimity 
to pass this resolution then I think we might adjourn, 
say for half-an-hour, to get some refreshment before 
dealing with what will be a more serious resolution— 
the constitution of the Committee of ways and means. 
So far as we are concerned we would like yon to finish 
with the resolution before the meeting before any ad- 
journment. 

Mr. A. 8. Aucer : I get up in deference to the Chair- 
man, and in gratitude to the gentleman who has seconded 
the resolution. I ama member of the Eastern Counties 
Association, and [think it is the first Association in 
which he promoted his ideas. Up to that time, I sup- 
pose, we did not think the thing was in any way possible 
and practicable, but I believe I pretty well represent 

my Society when I say that he put it to ns in a manner 
which led us to think the thing was practicable, and 
feasible, and I agree in thinking that it is desirable. 
One or two things have been put very splendidly by 
the gentleman who proposed the resolution, and also by 
7 t, Fraser, and I do not think I can say a word over 
pn ie ~~ have said, but just now a gentle- 
advisable oned in the correspondence that it might be 
sable to subsidise a M.P. I donot think that would 
thoroushl policy myself. That gentleman might be 
: _ , 5 pom ag In so far as you instructed him, but 
ro ec ie | _— of Commons isa House of questions 
said his ae no sooner would that gentleman have 
whole thine ae a ge would be es to him, and the 
om mood r Aen and it would do us more harm 
nonentities wou d make us look Ilke a parcel of 
represented ~ may say. The profession must be 
that this ln I of the profession. I do think 
meat trade A about the amalgamation with the 
p some exter" e of help to us, because our interests 
other hand. th are connected with them, but, on the 
are connected ere may be an objection to that. If we 
think it ; ed with them are we not under their thumb? 
) ausibility creemrable really. There is an amount of 
thing taken einen A but I think it is an undesirable 
way is to do th . her. I am inclined to think the only 
all moet = ung with thoroughness if we do it at 
Let the thing wae ew we are in any haste to do it. 
We are to look { ully thought out, and in the good time 
ent enn orward to under the Liberal Govern- 
- We shall all be better off. and r 
coming out ina more iil ; , and the we! will be 
anything politi i iberal manner. If I have said 
ca, cally you will forgive me. (Laughter). 


Nnot Sav « ° 
full of it. ay anything more, but I have a_ heart 


A Detrecate: In discussing this are we to discuss 
the whole subject, or just be confined to the resolution ? 

The CHaiRMAN: Absolutely to the resolution—the 
desirability. So far as the Chairman is able to insist. 
I do request your attendance here until you get one 
resolution passed. 

Mr. Mason: May I rise to a point of order. The 
resolution I take it 1s, are we to have direct representa- 
tion or not. The meeting here, | presume, is called to 
consider whether we are to have representation in Parlia- 
ment direct as veterinary surgeons. 

The CHAIRMAN : Precisely. 

Mr. Mason: But we may not be unanimous on the 
point. Should we ascertain, is this meeting here to-day 
unanimous that we should have direct representation or 
not, and then go on with the subject 

The CHAarrRMAN : I take it there is here a definite 
resolution, which has been proposed, seconded, and sup- 
ported. Now if I had the duane to be where you are 
and felt that I did not approve of that, I should certainly 
get up and move an amendment. Then we should have 
an amendment moved, seconded, and supported, and it 
would be for the Chairman to put it to the vote. (Hear, 
hear.) The issue befere you is a clear one. Those 
who do not respond by way of amendment can pro- 
duce the different points which occur to their minds 
in Opposition to this motion—it is for them to get up 
and propose them. 

Mr. FauLKNER: Mr. President, I think you have put 
the matter into the most crystallised form before this 
meeting, and if there is anyone who does not accept your 
ruling all I have got to say is that I shall live in the hope 
he or they will be more mentally directed in the future. 
Now, gentleman, as far as I am individually concerned I 
do not like to be prominent upon an occasion such as 
this, because this meeting is held in Manchester. We 
have taken up a subject which has been before the pro- 
fession for some very considerable time, and which, first 
of all I believe, was introduced by Mr. Fraser. We hope 
—speaking now on behalf of the members of the Lan- 
cashire Association—that this discussion at this meeting, 
which is so numerously attended and which we are most 
delighted to have as representing various interests of the 
profession, will be taken up by those from outside Lan- 
cashire. We do not want, here, to be too much in evi- 
dence. As far as I am individually concerned I wish to 
say this, that I have practically taken a lifelong interest 
init. Since I had anything to do with the veterinary 
profession I have been one who has always looked for- 
ward to the uplifting of the profession, and its being put 
inits right place, and having its legitimate interests 
considered. Having had something to do with politics, 
I think we are on the right lines, we are on the most 
direct lines, and on the most speedy lines for getting 
through, and the question is what do we want. — Well, 
we want to have the interests of our profession considered, 
not ignored (Hear, hear). We do not want anything we 
are not entitled to, but as a profession and as earnest 
strivers for the public good, and the public welfare in 
matters of public health, we, I think, have a right to be 
considered by the powers that be (Hear, hear). Are we 
considered by the powers that be to-day ! (“No”) How 
long have we been standing still: how long have we 
been marking time ? What progress have we made in 
that direction? Isay none. Certainly not what we 
ought to have done. There is, and has been recently, a 
little gleam of light in various directions. | We had an 
expression from the Right Hon. Walter Long in Liver- 
pool some year or so ago of the interest that was being 
aroused in the veterinary profession, and anyone who 
was present that day from what was said would have 
thought there was no profession in the world like the 
the veterinary profession. More recently at the great 
banquet to Sir John M’Fadyean we heard from the 
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Right Hon. Ailwyn-Fellowes what he thought of the 
veterinary profession. I say, gentlemen, that is not 
enough. We want something more (Hear, hear). I put 
it to amember of Parliament in this way. LIsaid * Now 
we are moving in the direction of placing a member of 
the veterinary profession in the House of Commons. 
What do you think about it?” He said “ What is your 
object.” I said “ Onr object is that the interests of the 
profession shall be safeguarded and not ignored. Our 
object further is that in matters of public health and the 
inter-relation of the medical profession and the veterin- 
ary profession, there shall be co-ordination of work, and 
the Medical Officers of Health shall not be asked by the 
Local Government Board to undertake duties for which 
they are not equipped” Hear, hear.” [am proud to say 
for the Medical Otticers of Health I have been associated 
with, that none of them want those duties (Hear, hear). 
A really good, sterling Medic:] Officer of Health, such as 
we have in Manchester in the person of Dr. Niven, does 
not want to be an inspector of meat, nor does he want 
to be an inspector of dairies, cowsheds, milk shops and 
dairy stock. He has the common sense to know what 
he 1s competent to perform, and that the veterinary sur- 
geon associated with his staff is also competent to per- 
form, and there is co-ordination of work in the ixter- 
relation which should exist between the two professions. 
Gentleman, how are we to get it ? 

Mr. Fraser: What did the M.P. say ? 

Mr. FautKner: I beg your pardon, I have gone off 
my argument. He said that in all matters of that 
kind coming before the House a veterinary surgeon in 
the House would be looked upon as a specialist, and 
that he for one, and no doubt many others, would go to 
that veterinary surgeon and seek information to know 
the trend of opinion, and the direction in which it was 
advisable to go, and having obtained that information, 
would know how to vote. (Hear, hear.) Further than 
that, I said “ Now supposing a question is coming up 
— we will say regulations are being introduced by the 
Local Government Board, and duties are being dele- 
gated to the Medical Officer of Health that ought legiti- 
mately to be performed by the veterinary surgeon—- 
supposing I write to you and draw your attention to this 
matter, and make you acquainted with the fact that we 
have, as a profession, a member in the House, could | 
communicate with him and communicate with you 
suggesting that you would be pleased to go into the 
matter thoroughly with him?” He said “That is what 
we particularly desire. On questions that are brought 
before the House, and that we are not fully informed 
upon, we want to go to a source from which we can 
derive information.” (Hear, hear, and applause.) Now, 
gentlemen, it seems to me that we want to get at head- 

uarters, and, as affecting our profession, it is largely, 
the Local Government Board and the Board of Agri- 
culture that we have to deal with officially. I hold that 
we have an object lesson in the position of the Labour 
Party to-day. In 1874 they commenced with two mem- 
bers. Where are they to-day’? I suppose before the 
elections are completed the probability is they will have 
40 to 50 members. What dothey represent? They re- 
present Labour. They represent what they require 
themselves. We, as a profession, stand on higher ground. 
It is not what we want individually as professional 
men, but we want to have just as much as the medical 
profession—that to which we are entitled--a fair pro- 
fessional standing, just as a profession ought to stand 
I may say that to-day, as members of the profession, we 
are desirous of working for the public good, and are 
— to be increasingly useful to the public. (Hear, 

ear. 

Mr. Stroup (London): I feel sure from the very 
cordial reception which has been given to the proposer 
and seconder of this resolution, that we are almost, if 
not entirely, unanimous in favour of it, and it seems 

















































to me much better that we should have the resolution 
put tous, so that we may get on to the ways and means 
which are very much more important. 

Mr. FLETCHER : I have heard these excellent speeches, 
and tor my part I should say that we cannot help but 
agree with them. I should, first of all, say that I am 
here as a delegate from the Liverpool Association. | 
was told that I should report to them, but that any 
views which [ expressed were my own views and not 
those of the society. They have been anxious to know 
more abont this scheme, and I hope to go back able to 
tell them and give them more information than they 
have had. But, gentlemen, [ do not know that I have 
learned very much more than I bave previously read 
about this matter. I think it comes to this. Should 
there be an ameudment as to whether the direct repre- 
sentation is better for us, not whether it might be 
socially or pecuniarily, but whether that is what we 
want now. I maintain that is too slow a process. We 
want s mething that will be quicker than that. The 
Parliamentary Council appear to me just lately to have 
wakened up, but for the last 10 years they must have 
been asleep. When did you receive a circular from them 
telling you there was a matter of importance coming on, 
and asking you to read it up—to make yourself well 
acquainted with it, because it was a matter of interest 
to your profession, and to see your members and use 
your influence? When did you get such a circular! | 
do not remember getting one. 

The CHAIRMAN: May I ask you to confine yourself 
to the resolution, Mr. Fletcher. If we get criticising the 
actions of councils and committees and associations you 
will never get your lunch. 

Mr. FLetTcHER: I bowto your decision. The only thing 
I can do is to propose an amendment to the effect that 
this is not practicable, and is not what the profession 
requires. 

The CHAIRMAN: You negative the resolution. It isa 
direct negative. 

Mr. FiercHer: A direct n+ gative. I see no other 
way of getting forward my scheme. It is rather al 
awkward position to be put in. My contention is that 
that member could not do sufficient work, or as much 
work as a stronger Parliamentary Committee or Ass0- 
ciation which would look after our interests, and work 
the other Members of Parliament up when any scheme 
iscoming forward. We have had nothing put before 
about the question of costs. 

Mr. ByrNE: I do not think it is necessary for me t” 
make a speech, and I merely wish to say that | am ™ 
entire and cordial agreement with the terms of the te 
solution which has been proposed. (Hear, hear.) [all 
also in entire agreement with the observations whieh 
fell from my friend, Mr. Faulkner, as to the entirely ™- 
worthy manner in which the veterinary profession 
treated in this Empire, and I go even much further than 
Mr. Faulkner and say it is not only necessary, but it!s 
absolutely unavoidable that some such step as this 
which is contemplated should be taken, if we are gots 
to march forward, and if we are not to stop indefinitely 
marking time. I really do think that not only shout 
we have a Parliamentary representative, but if this 
country marches forward as other countries 4o, the 
right to one, or two, or more Parliamentary represet 
tives should be accorded to the veterinary professi! 
In this country of England the people not only suppl 
themselves mainly with animal food, but Englan’ * 
the great place where cattle, sheep, and horses of at 
best breed are supplied to the entire world, and [ co 
tend the veterinary profession in England, Scotland a 
in Ireland, work for England, Scotland, and Irel cl, a 
also for the entire world in addition. (Hear, heat 
That being so I contend that we should have os 
Parliamentary representation accorded to us by the so 
of the land. Feeling that from the innate conservatis 
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of the people—I am not speaking politically, but look-| as its leader for the next six years, or at least that his 
ing to the people of this country, who adhere to all! party would be in power. If this resolution is passed 
institutions which are outworn, which are not in accor- | in its present form it would be necessary for us to 
dance with the trend of modern events, I contend we | wait till there wasa general election before we could get 
are doing the very least we ought to do in trying to|a constituency. 
secure at least one Parliamentary representative. (Hear,} The CHatrRMAN: No, no. There might be a bye- 
hear.) [ am in entire agreement, Mr. Chairman, of | election. 
course in deprecating the introduction of politics in any} Prof. WimL1ams: A bye-election would be a much 
vay, but I should like to ask you gentlemen, as mem-| more difficult thing. 
bers of our learned profession, not to believe that be- The CHAIRMAN: Not necessarily so. 
cause a man is a tory, or a liberal, or a nationalist, that] Prof. WrLtams: Well, | bow to the opinion of the 
he ceases to be an_ intelligent man. (Hear, hear.) We|chair. I would state briefly my own opinion that it 
have heard some language written by a member of the | would be a difficult matter for ns to woo a constitnency 
Council which I do not think is a credit to him. Now I] and to get a representative within the next two or three 
have very strong political opinions, which I do not want | years at least. During that time many things will prob- 
to mention at all—in the proper place | am not ashamed | ably happen which will be extremely detrimental to the 
or afraid to mention them—but | accord most fully and | interests of the profession; and, so that we could have 
cheerfully to every member of wy profession, and to} representation either directly or indirectly in the House 
every man in this land, the right to hold strong political | of Commons, I propose an alteration or an addition to 
opinions. I therefore have very grest pleasure indeed | the resolution, that the resolution should be :—-That, in 
in cordially supporting the resolution which has been | the judgment of this Conference it is desirable in the 
proposed. interests of the veterinary profession and of the com- 
Mr. Lioyp (Sheffield): I might say at the beginning | munity that the profession should be either directly or 
that [am not representing any Society, so that my re-| indirectly represented in the House of Commons.” If 
marks will be purely personal. I may say I thoroughly | that should receive the approval of the members here, 
endorse everything which has been said by the gentle- | then we could pass on to the next portion of the busi- 
men who have spoken this morning as to the direct | ness and deal with the second resolution. If it were 
representation in the House of Commons by a veteri-| found feasible by the ways and means Committee to 
nary surgeon, and [ intended to confine my remarks to | get direct representation, well and good; if it were not 
what other bodies have done in that direction. Take | found feasible to get direct representation it would be 
the medical profession. They do not send medical men | in the power of that Committee to get indirect represen- 
to Parliament to represent the medical profession, but | tation temporarily, and afterwards to try for permanent 
they take good care that they get there all the same.|representation. If that resolution is passed as it is it 
(Hear, hear.) How many medical candidates have] will be quite impossible for us to get any representation 
there been before the constituences at this present elec-| other than direct representation. That is all I purpose 
tion, [think I am correct in saying 27. I think I am| saying for the moment. I simply move that that the 
also correct in saying that in the last Parliament there | representation be either direct or indirect. 
Were nine medical men, and five of them were banded| Mr. McKrnna (Hudderstield): I think everyone in 
together in the Medical Council, with a Chairman and | the profession would be at one in having direct repre- 
Secretary elected to Jook after the medical profession. | sentation, if possible. I have several times spoken of 
Chey did not get in as medical men ; they simply got in| the impractie bility of it, that it has been impractic- 
as ordinary persons of one shade or another. Take |}able, but as to the first part of the resolution [ quite 
another body—the National Union of Teachers. They |agree that we would like direct representation if possi- 
have got over political questions in a very easy way.|}le. Prof. Williams moved that it be added to the reso- 
W hy, and how? They simply sent two members to|]ution that it be either direct or indirect representation. 
Parliament, one a Liberal and the other a Tory. That| After all that may exelude the question of lobbying, 
is how they got overit. Take the poor law officers. Two| which seems to me up to the present very practicable, 
months ago there was a whip sent out from the Poor | together with our Parliamentary Committee, which may 
aw Board—I[ suppose they have a private society of | have been asleep some time bnt is now at least active. 
their own—calling upon every member to contribute a} | quite agree with this meeting that we go in for direct 
sum towards getting a poor law officer into Parliament. | representation, but at the same time 1 should like to 
lake the Meat Traders. The Meat Traders are not] put it that we should not lose any chance of indirect, 
directly represented as such in the House of Comnions, because there is still the question whether it is practice 
——s mauve = Natehen, whom many gentlemen in the able. [will second the amendment. 
te OW Mr. William Field, of Dublin, who has The CuarrMan: Is it your wish that we should take 
season and out of season as a butcher to help|a vote upon the matter so far as we have gone? T may 


) “ners B , . . e ° e,° . ° 

a and also kept things connected with the | just give you my position so far as [ aw in the chair. 
on ~ ncring trade before the House of Commons on every |One isa direct negative moved by Mr. Fletcher and 
casion it was possible to do so. I may say further | seconded by no one; the other is an amendment to the 


the butche 


there | a have had an acquisition only this last week; |} original resolution moved by Professor Williams and 
th re tas Deen a butcher elected as a Labour Member of | seconded by Mr. MeKinna, and we have the primary 
arliament for Br: | 


doubt, from ah. idford only this week, and there is no resolution moved by Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. 
Teen - gs I have read in The Meat Trades’| Fraser, and supported by a very considerable expression 
great ar nisiti le meat traders look upon him as ajof opinion. Is it your wish that we proceed to take 
«soe - — to their trade. [I have very great|a vote ‘is ae 
fore us, 1oroughly supporting the resolution be- Mr. Fraser: Might I suggest this. I think it is 


very desirable, if we possibly can by any slight conces- 
not with any ide _President and gentlemen : It is|sion, to get a unanimons vote. (Hear, hear.) With the 
pose andeo, — of being an obstructionist that I pur-| consent of the proposer [ should accept Profossor Wil- 
this resolution ho ent, but it seems to me that if |liams’ amendment. (Hear, hear, and applause). I do 
~— mn be put in its present form there will be] not see that it substantially alters the method by which 

ppor unity for the next five or six years of the| we are to arrive at our object. If Mr. Roberts will 
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€ other day that he hoped to be in the House! proposition which I brought before the Lancashire 


528 


THE VETERINARY RECORD — fanuary 27, 1906 











Veterinary Surgeons some nine months ago, there ap- 
pears in the meantime to have been plenty of time and 
opportunity to eonsider this question as to direct or in- 
direct. It does not appear to me that it is relevant to 
the point in issue to put in an amendment or alteration 
to he resolution, but rather than not seem to have the 
interests of the veterinary profession at heart I will most 
gladly fallin with any views the Chairman or my seconder 
have and allow the original resolution to be altered if 
they think it is for the benefit of the profession at large 
and not for any section. 

Mr. H. E. AupLEy Cuartes: Might I ask just one 
question ? It does not strike me that as the resolution 
stands there is any necessity forany amendment. You 
are not condemning indirect representation. 

The CHarrMan: No. I take it the only advantage 
of the amendment suggested by Prof. Williams is that it 
gives the Committee, which T hope you will shortly pro- 
ceed to elect, a wider object. If the response of the pro 
fession is satisfactory and a most brilliant candidate 
comes before them to directly represent us, it is within 
their power to accept that man and that opportunity, 
but should that opportunity not so present itself they 
have power, with this amended resolution, to take in- 
direct steps, to combine with others, to subsidise a 
lobbyist, to subsidise a K.C. or any of these men, to take 
up a particular branch that interests the profession. — I 
do not see that it is vital to the best interests of this 
movement that the amendment should be accepted as 
suggested by Prof. Williams, but it gives to the Commit- 
tee, as I say, which we hope will be speedily appointed, 
a wider field of operation. 

Mr. FAULKNER: May I say, as a speaker to the ori- 
ginal resolution, that I cordially approve of the sugges- 
tion made by Prof. Williams. I do believe that in a 
professional matter of this kind we want, as far as it can 
possibly be obtained, unanimity (Hear, hear). It is very 
essential, and in widening the scope as it were for pro- 
fessional interest, I think it is very desirable indeed. 

Mr. FLetcHer: May I be allowed to withdraw my 
amendment ? 

The CHarrRMAN : Certainly. I shall be delighted. 

Mr. Luoyp: May Lask you to read it out so that we 
may understand how to vote. 

The CuarrMan : The original resolution is: “That, 
in the judgment of this Conference, it is desirable in the 
interests of the veterinary profession and the community 
that a veterinary surgeon be clected to the House of 
Commons.” The amended resolution reads : “That, in 
the interests of the veterinary profession and the com- 
munity the profession should be represented directly or 
indirectly in the House of Commons.” In accepting 
this amendment it does not throw out the possibility or 
the probability of the direct representation, but it gives 
an opportunity for the Committee of ways and means to 
take such other steps as they think most conducive to 
the object. 

Prof. WILLIAMs : May I give one word of explanation. 
[t is my meaning, though perhaps it is not clear, that 
indirect representation either means in the lobby or a 
member of the House representing our interests, | 

The CHarRMAN: You accept the amendment, Mr. 
Roberts ? 

Mr. Roperts : Certainly. 

The CuarrMan: Then I will put the resolution as 
amended with Mr. Roberts’ acceptance, so that it will go 
from this place that the resolution will be altered at 
your suggestion by Mr. Roberts, and accepted by Mr. 
Fraser, or do you wish that it should go out as an 
amended resolution by you ? 

Prof. WitttaMs : No. 

Mr. Fraser: My object is this, that we shall show 
an absolutely solid front (Hear, hear), that there shall 
he no two opinions seriously handicapping this move- 
ment. 1 would prefer, so far as I am concerned, that 




























Prof. Williams would allow Mr. Roberts to take your 
view of the amending of the resolution. 

Prof. WILLIAMs: I am quite agreeable if Mr. Roberts 
and Mr. Fraser agree to the amendment. 

The CHarrMan: They do. 

Prof Wittrams: I will withdraw my amendment 
then; it will bea substantial motion before the meeting. 

The CuHatRMAN: They have done that. — I will putit 
after that. It isthe substantial motion before the meet- 
ting. 

The resolution was carried unanimously, and the pro- 
ceedings were adjourned for a short time. 

The CHarRMAN: In view of the resolution which you 
have passed so unanimously, it is now necessary to con- 
sider an equally important, and to me perhaps the most 
important aspect of the case. That is that you shall 
fraine some committee, some small body of men to whom 
you will commit the ways and means to carry out the 
particular object of this resolution. It is a serious mat- 
ter, and one upon which we in Manchester and else- 
where have thought very deeply. We have no need to 
have any object lessons upon the value of organisation, 
and if this is to come to any good issue it is absolutely 
important that the organisation should be complete, and 
it should be as wide as possible in its operation. Now, 
unfortunately, we have not much to organise, and the 
only organised forces of our profession are those which 
a e represented by the different medical veterinary ass0- 
ciations. Itis to these associations that we naturally 
look for power, and I have very great pleasure in leaving 
the formation of that committee and the matters cor- 
cerning in the hands of our good friend, Mr. “aulkner. 
We have chosen some words which we will ask you to 
consider in the shape of Resolution No, 2—“ That a 
committee be now formed of at least 20 members, five 
to be a quorum, to take such steps as are deemed neces 
sary to secure the representation of the veterinary pr 
fession in the House of Commons.”  [ leave the matter 
with Mr. Faulkner to more fully go into the suggest 
details, and we dc ask your opinion candidly, as repre 
senting a very wide distribution of our profession, & 
to the feasibility of any suggestions that may emanate 
from Mr. Faulkner. : 

Mr. FaunKner: Mr. President and Gentlemen,—Y™ 
have heard the very able introductory remarks of ou! 
President with respect to this resolution. I do not know 
that I can add very much to it without overlapp!m 
but in case you have not gathered absolutely what there 
is in this resolution I shall take the opportunity of rea 
ing it again. (Resolution read.) Now at the inception 
of this movement with respect to Parliamentary repr 
sentation there has been a very great disposition “ ne 
occasion of different meetings when the matter has oes 
brought forward for discussion, to place the cart _ 
the horse. The first point we have determined, as ni 
whether there sh-ll be Parliamentary representatio’ © 
not, through the favour of such a representative 2. 
ing of the profession as we have fortunately peo en 
in Lancashire to-day. The next point 1s et or 
means. How is it to be obtained ? How are We art” 
about it? This resolution which I have the ers 
propose endeavours to take a step forward to Lif there 
that. The resolution as read can be amended, | of a0 
be any other resolution proposed in the form intelli 
amendment, and the outcome of the rag ee t 
gence and knowledge of this gathering t-day | sJightet 
be a determination of it. We are exceedingly oe gate 
that we should have hed such a representa’ believe 
ing of the profession as we have prema repre: 
there are some 12 veterinary medical associat veterinall 
sented here to-day. For the kindness of os ont sil 
surgeons in taking up the question, and - those delé 
they have displayed in sending delegates + sneb a? 
gates having professional interests at heat 
extent as to come here, no doubt at cons 
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sonal inconvenience to themselves— we are very grateful. 
I believe, gentlemen we are all of us, heart and soul 
with regard to professional aspirations, endeavouring to 
do that which we can in our day for the profession. 
The subject before us is, how is this to be carried out? 
Well, it may be that it is advisable for every veterinary 
medical association to be represented on this committee. 
Then will come the question as to how many representa- 
tives there shonld be. Then will come a question as to 
a Parliamentary fund, and, according to circumstances, 
ways and means. Now the suggestion in this resolution 
is that a committee of at least 20, five to form a quorum, 
shall be fixed upon to-day. That is the resolution which 
I have the honour to propose. We shall have to deter- 
mine, I think, something more definite. We shall have 
toname the gentlemen who should be the representa- 
tives of the various associations, or at least we shall 
have to fix how many should come from the respective 
associations, leaving the names to follow. But in order 
to crystallise the matter to this extent I beg to snbmit 
the resolution and say that it is open for suggestions; it is 
open for amendment. With those few remarks I[ need 
not detain you any longer, but propose the resolution. 

The CHarRMAN: We think this a most important 
branch for your consideration, and we are very anxious 
we should have a full expression of your opinion as to 
the best ways and means of bringing our forces and our 
funds together. 

Mr. Bower inquired who was to determine whether 
the representation should be direct or indirect. 

The CuarrMAN : That is a matter fer the Committee 

to decide, whichever they find most convenient in all its 
bearings, but it will be, I take it, a representation of the 
veterinary surgeons even if it is indirect. 
_ Professor WILLIAMS : I have much pleasure in second- 
ing the proposition of Mr. Faulkner, to the effect that 
we appoint a Committee to represent the profession, to 
endeavour to obtain representation. 

The CuarrMan : I know there are many gentlemen 
here who feel the financial pulse of their own particular 
part of the country in so far as the Veterinary Medical 
Associations are concerned. It is those men we want 
to get at to say whether they in their part of the world 
will think it difficult to arrange, and, if you like, guaran- 
tee or promise to find a certain amount per annum for 
this particular fund. I know that in many places the 
ce Da obtaining the yearly subscription to the 
vbjects of the ordinary Veterinary Medical Association 
isa rather serious matter, but I do feel sure that we 

ae plenty of gentlemen in the room to-day who would 
ior _— as to what the financial help in their 
oan + stricts will be. Those are the gentlemen I 

the TWienl “ to come forward with any suggestions as to 
hie be “ese - otherwise, of finding funds, whether 

Mr. M saan Tf thie — San 2 : . 
Pm Hehe nthe t us resolution is carried we are going 
are We poine y - — or more? Let us decide first, 
with pe ea : a twenty members associated 
rom your von ta — oF a we going to have them 
propose to have : erinary Medical Association. If you 
Secretaries or * tee appointed from the Presidents or 
pethaps, throne} —, of different Associations then 
them i. eenibens _— Associations having appointed 
are alluding tet might be able to get at what you 
inf to—the financial aspect of the concern 
ear, hear.) I take it itis i ant : ' 
sreat extent your me; . oe le to-day to get toa 
your pecuniary me; my > Your ways you may get, but 
ot getting to-day enti — it, you will have no chance 
his meeting hors yon have formed your committee. 
tions, The » veh eo Tepresentative of different Associa- 
—tmost of them The, present are practically delegates 
anlkner allude dt ey come from distances which Mr. 
‘nd no doubt the sonie of them come great distances, 
Interests of thej y have this subject at heart, and the 
ir different Associations. The means 





will absolutely come from them. Speaking personally, 
Tama delegate from Yorkshire, and I should have no 
authority to give you any idea as tothe £s. d. from 
Yorkshire alone, but Yorkshire, I believe, are not want- 
ing in putting their hands into their pockets for any- 
thing required, and I will say on behalf of Yorkshire 
that what is necessary from them will be forthcoming. 
(Hear, hear). 

Mr. Surptey: Mr. President and gentlemen,—As the 
representative of my Society I asked them what were 
their views on the matter, and they left it to me to 
hear what was said and report to them on my re- 
turn. I did not know what the resolutions were that 
were to be brought forward at this meeting, but since I 
have heard what has been said I certainly hark back to 
an old love of mine—-that is the Leeds Conference, and 
the proposed affiliation of the Veterinary Medical 
Societies with the National Veterinary Association. I 
do not know whether I am out of order in introducing 
this question, but I feel quite certain in my own mind 
that it would help us if we could go back to that scheme 
of the affiliation of the Veterinary Medical Associations 
with the National Association. I think that Conference 
must have been ten years ago, and since then the 
National Association has been growing and getting 
stronger and stronger every year, and the Veterinary 
Medical Associations have been growing stronger and 
stronger every year, and I think if there were any hope 
of reviving that scheme of aftiliation, and putting the 
National Veterinary Association upon the same basis as 
the British Medical Association, we should then be able 
to have a strong power behind our backs, and we might 
do a very great deal of good. It does not really ovcur 
on the question of ways and means, but speaking now 
as far as our Eastern Counties Medical Society is con- 
cerned, | think we have a membership of 56—practi- 
cally every veterinary surgeon in the Eastern Counties 
I am glay to say, is a member of our Association. 
We have, as you all know, very great trouble to keep 
our Association going, and we have to go to very 
great expense with a very small income to make our 
meetings useful. If the suggestion could be considered, 
as I have said, of returning to the old Leeds Conference, 
and working on the lines then advocated, I feel a very 
creat amount of good could be done. 

Mr. Smupson: Lam here as one of the representatives 
of the Royal Counties Association. I feel sure from 
our last meeting in London, when the matter was dis- 
cussed, that it is the wish of our Society to do anything 
to forward this scheme which has been brought forward 
here to-day. The matter was thoroughly discussed, 
and the opinions of the members were taken, end it was 
agreed that Parliamentary representation was desirable. 
The only question which cropped up was the question 
which has been talked about just now—that is the ques- 
tion of ways and means. As you have heard from Mr. 
Shipley, the smaller societies are perhaps not in the 
pecuniary position which we would like them to be, but 
if we, as delegates, go back to them and — to them 
a scheme which will appeal to them, I feel sure, speak- 
ing on behalf of my own Society, that we shall not be 
wanting. 

Mr. Lawson : I beg to support the proposition made 
by Mr. Fanlkner, and Dat by Prof. Williams, but I 
should like to say a few words about the finance. I do 
not know whether it has come to your notice or not, 
but my idea is that this is a matter for the Committee to 
take into consideration financially or otherwise. There 
may be plenty of members in the profession who would 
require little or no assistance. I know myself that 
there are several members well enough off to take the 
position we could offer them, without any pecuniary 
assistance at at all. It might not be generally known, 


but there are veterinary surgeons in the profession who 
have private incomes of £1,500 to £2,000 a year. 
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not say there are many of them-—(Laughter)—but I know 
a few, and I think myself when the Committee is formed 
you may have offers to take the position which we re- 
quire without applying for funds to any of the county 
associations. If gentlemen do not come forward in that 
way then it will be a question for the Committee to 
take into consideration as to how we shall do it. Some 
one may say, “ Well a contest may take £500.” In that 
case we may on our part subscribe from the various 
Societies, or we may have a subscription, but I think 
myself that this is a matter entirely for the Committee 
which is to be appointed to-day to take into considera: 
tion. I heartily agree with the proposal. I somewhat 
had an idea that I should like a direct representative in 
the House of Commons myself. I want someone to get 
their head in first, and represent the profession. It has 
been held low enough for years and years and before I 
die I should like to see it higher. (Applause). 

Mr. Roserts: With regard to the formation of any 
Committee I should like to say one or two words. How 
are you to proceed this afternoon to guarantee that 
representatives of associations that are not represented 
here to day would be willing to serve upon the Commit- 
tee? You limit the number to twenty. 

The CHarRMAN: No, we do not limit it—“ at least 
twenty.” 

Mr. Roperts: Well, I will move an amendment to 
the effect that “the Committee shall consist of repre- 
sentatives from each of the Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tions of Great Britain and Ireland, seven members to 
form a quorum.” That will probably mean that there 
will be more than twenty on this Committee. With 
regard to the remarks of Mr. Shipley about ‘his former 
love, the amalgamation of the Veterinary Medical Assoc- 
iations with the National, that was a proposition at the 
time when I was first known as a veterinary surgeon—— 
that was some ten or eleven years ago. In the meantime 
there does not appear to have been anything done with 
the object of drawing a closer bond of union around the 
Associations, or the individual members of the profession, 
on the lines laid down at the Leeds Conference. Hence 
our necessity for meeting here to-day. I am not a mem- 
of the National Veterinary Association but as far as I 
understand it it prefers, like most veterinary surgeons’ 
associations in this country, to confine itself to the ad- 
vancement of science, to discussing scientific questions, 
and it very rarely asks a member of the veterinary pro- 
fession to open up a question which affects the veterinary 
profession in a social sense 

The CHAIRMAN: That is wide of the resolution. 

Mr. Dungeon: As one of the delegates from the North 
of England I have great pleasure in saying that I think 
the Association I have the honour to represent, and 
another Association of which I am a member, are in 
most hearty sympathy with this movement (Hear, hear). 
At the last meeting of the South Durham Society we had 
the pleasure of having Mr. Fraser with us, and a resolu- 
tion was unanimously passed that we should go in for 

Parliamentary representation. I may fu’ ther say that I 
think all the gentlemen present at that meeting were 
quite prepared to put their hands down to a reasonable 
amount (Hear, hear). Unfortunately in the North we 
are not like the Eastern Counties. All the members of 
the profession are not members of the Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association. We, unfortunately, have great difficulty 
in getting members into the Association—why I cannot 
exactly say—-but I think, gentlemen, that as we, or a lot 
of us, have come from very considerable distances to-day, 
the best business would be for this Committee to get 
started by electing the twenty members. I cannot see 
the force of Mr. Roberts’ amendment. It seems to me 
perfectly absurd. You elect your twenty men and [ 


resume they have power to add to their number. If you 
ave power toadd to the number then the Association 





is perfectly at liberty to add as many as it likes—what- 
ever it thinks necessary. I donot think I have anything 
more to say except that I can safely say that we in the 
North of England are in hearty sympathy (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Grpson : Asa representative from the North of 
England Association I have very much pleasure in saying 
I very heartily support the proposition. In Newcastle 
the circumstances are much the same as those whieh 
have been mentioned as existing inSouth Durham. We 
have not a large number of members and consequently 
we have not enough subscriptions to maintain a large 
bank balance. But I think I can pledge myself that we 
will assist in this movement to the extent of our means, 
I daresay many of our members will feel disposed to give 
personally towards it. I have very mneh pleasure in 
supporting the resolution. 

Mr. Topp: On behalf of the Southern Counties Veter. 
inary Society I think I may say that we are thoroughly 
in accord with the Lancashire Association on this ques 
tion of Parliamentary representation. On two occasions 
we have discussed the matter at meetings, and we ar 
entirely agreed that some scheme should be carried out 
if possible. I am afraid that my Society rather felt that 
the Lancashire Society had something more definite than 
we have heard to-day. As faras this matter is concerned 
we were rather looking forward to having a scheme put 
before us. I can assure the Lancashire Society we shill 
all, as far as we possibly can, support it. Thanks to 
some few members of the Society we have during the 
vast two years more than doubled the income of our 

ociety simply by working, and getting about a bit trying 
to get members to come in, and | see no reason whi we 
should not in the near future be in a better position t 
support a scheme if one is brought before us. 

‘he CHAIRMAN : There is just one remark which out 
friend has made upon which I should like to take the 
opportunity of putting this Assuciation absolutely straight 
and square. We did not ask you here, much as we alt 
delighted to see you, to discuss a scheme. We asked you 
to discuss the question, «nd the scheme is in relation 10 
the question. We have nothing up our sleeves this te 
in Lancashire. 

Mr. Topp: I am mnch obliged to you. Personally, | 
quite understood that ; Iam simply stating what maly 
members who are not here to-day got in their minds. 

Mr. Fraser: I am reluctant to intrude myself ve 
you, but what was in my mind was this. I thougi! 
we would elect a Committee to-day, with power t add 
to its number. (Hear, hear.) But that would come! 
the form of an invitation to all the Societies not her 
represented to add to that Committee. We would i" 
mediately select our President and our Secretary, 
get to work, and that Commmittee would make a direct 


appeal to the profession, and not to the poner wo 
name, 





only I do not want to propose an ament™ 
but I suggest that we begin at once toelect the nue 


of that Committee. a 
Mr. FAULKNER: We have here a list of the names ¢ 
the representatives and delegates of the various oe 
nary Medical Associations that have been 10, comme 
cation with the Lancashire Society on this ™ ‘ll 
Mr. Locke will read you the names, and then Ty 
propose that those gentlemen be the members ° 
Committee with power to add. here? 
The SecrETARY : Do you mean all that are her his 
A DELEGATE : May I ask, Mr. President, ag oo 
committee is going to be confined entirely to de eet 
because I see in the room a number of gentleme™ yt 
are not delegates, but who should certainly ae f 
the Committee. Are not their names to be prop” 
some of them ? ; 
Mr. FauLKNER: I suggested that aft 
have been read there will be power to ace, 
means comprehensively. I mean anyoue 


er these name 
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rested in the question, or anyone else outside who is not 
here to-day that we think would be likely to further the 
movement could be added. 

The CHARMAN: To be strictly in order, I am re- 
minded that a resolution is before the meeting upon 
which you have not yet voted. Mr. Roberts’ amendment 
was not seconded. There is a resolution before the meet- 
ing—* That a committee be now formed of at least 20 
members, five to be a quorum, to take such step as is 
deemed necessary to secure the representation of the 
profession in the House of Commons.” There is no 
amendment to that. Will you signify your pleasure in 
the usual way. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mr. FautKNer: Mr. Locke will submit the list of 
names we have up to now as representing the various 
medical associations. On the conclusion of his an- 
nouncing those names I shall propose that they be elected 
to this committee, with power to add, either inside this 
meeting or outside it. 

Mr. Porcu : I would like to mention as one of the 
delegates of the Central Society that I should not feel 
justified in taking a position on this committee. We 
have come here to report to our societies as delegates 
from the Central and other societies, and we have 
to report what takes place, so that they can decide what 
they will do in the matter. Iam in sympathy with the 
movement, and will give it all the support I can. The 
only reason I got up was to mention that. It has been 
mentioned to me by my friend Mr. Simpson, who seeing 
that he is a delegate from the Royal Counties Society, 
feels that he would not be justified in becoming a dele- 
gate without consulting his society. 

The Cuarrman: My feeling is quite with you, and 
those gentleman who have been good enough to come 
here as representing various associations. So far as I 
know, they have come here with open minds, not pledged 
to support or obstruct. I do not know that any society 
has indicated to its delegates any particular line of action 
togo upon, and I can appreciate that there is some 
natural hesitancy on the part of a delegate to take up a 
position in his official capacity as delegate, but I do not 
see that there can be much difficulty in a representative 
gathering like this for us to act in our private capacity, 
and er-oficio of our position as delegates. 

Mr. Fautkyer : [ submit witha view to meeting the 


position mentioned by Mr Porch, that this resolution 
— go forward with their names, subject to their ap- 
. aor others ise later. That is to say they can with- 
ohjat ater on if the matter goes forward and societies 
MV ‘ ° 
de ty tt ae : Might I suggest, for the speedy con- 
=n oth ils business, that we invite the sympathising 
aa yeaa two gentlemen to act upon the 
cote e. (F ear, hear.) As to those gentlemen who 
f — oun in their own way, not necessarily delegates 
corporate thei’ srr are with us, we should like to in- 
at if we i also, and I think it would meet the 
to act 1 ae yee to nominate two gentlemen 
oe ~ layed et ommittee of Ways and Means to carry 
* the roar ri If the gentlemen who persist in 
names to that = ti arts age oo 9- p and lend their 
a very great farowe ee, we shall, §I am sure, esteem it 
si ma P [ Sovid like to say that I am here to-day 
As delegate = i am also here as a private individual. 
act, but as a ea I have no authority to 
With the ea eeanty surgeon in full sympathy 
very pleaca) son, Which has been proposed, I shall be 
1 — indeed to act. 

another eset [am in order I should like to make 
ygeestion which will perhaps carry out the 


Wishes _—_~ 
Sof Mr. Faulkner, and that is that those gentle- 


should be elected, and that from them an invitation 
should be sé¢nt out to all the different societies asking 
them to nominate members of the committee. 

Mr. Fraser: [| will support that with great plea- 
sure. 

The CHAIRMAN : That the er-officto members here to- 
day should form themselves into a committee, with 
the object of carrying out this business, and enlist the 
aid of the various associations, with power to add to 
their number. I will put that to the meeting—‘ That 
the ex-officio members attending this conference be re- 
quested to form themselves into a committee, with power 
to add, to carry out the resolution you have been good 
enough to pass.” 

The resolution was carried. 

The CHAIRMAN : Once again, will you name gentle- 
men who are not attached to associations whom we 
hope to have the honour of placing upon this com- 
mittee. 

The following list of names was then drawn up:—- 
Messrs. Abson, James Fraser, Carter, Burnley ; W. A. 
Taylor, Trigger, Newcastle-under-Lyme ; Bower, Mc- 
Kinna, Hunting, London; Faulkner, A. Lawson, Brittle- 
bank, H.L. Roberts, Hopkin, Manchester ; Hughes, 
Oswestry; Dudgeon, Durham; Byrne, Roscommon; Mac- 
Cormack, London ; Prof. Williams, Henry Sumner, Sir 
John M’Fadyean; Woods, Wigan; Prof. Macqueen, 
Principal McCall, Prof. Dewar, Thompson, Aberdeen ; 
Lawson, Perth; Packman, Bury; Garnett, Lloyd, Mac- 
Callum, Freeman Barrett, 8. Locke, and G. H. Locke. 

The CuHarrMAN: Is it in your opinion a satisfac- 
tory Committee? There are 34 members. If we get 
fifty per cent. of acceptances, and fifty per cent. of 
workers I think we can turn the profession upside down. 
(Hear, hear, and Applause). I have the pleasure of 
thanking you for your attendance, and I hope the step 
you have taken will be attended with those results which 
are so near the heart of all of us. I have sincerely to 
renew the thanks of this Association for your presence, 
and for your very weighty words of advice, and your help 
in the successful conduct of this meeting. 

Mr. Fraser: Mr. Chairman and gentlemen,—There 
is one point I think we have overlooked, and somebody 
must take the initiative. It is rather a responsible thing 
todo, but I would suggest that our present Chairman be 
the Chairman of the Committee. 

A Detea@ate : I second that. 

Mr. Fraser: As he cannot very well put it himself I 
ask you to signify your approval in the usual way. 

The resolution was carried with applause. 

The CuHatrMan: If you would allow me to stand out 
| should be more than delighted. This is a wide matter, 
this question of professional representation, and we do 
not want it to be said said that Lancashire is again 
grinding her own axe. 

Mr. Fraser: The resolution is passed. 

The CHarrMAN: Then I can only say if I have no 
choice in the matter that my services are in your 
hands. 

Mr. Mason: May I have the privilege, before the 
meeting is concluded, of asking a question ! 

The CHarrMan : Certainly. 

Mr. Mason : What is likely to be the place where we 
are to meet and discuss this vital question ? 

A Devecate: The Committee will decide. 

Mr. Mason: Where is the Committee going to meet ? 
The CHarrMAN: It has been proposed that the Com- 
mittee shall act or sit in as near as possible a neutral 
place on a main line. We do not want it to be in 
Manchester, and we shall be satisfied with Crewe ; we 
shall be satisfied with Rugby ; we shall be satisfied with 
any place so long as there are means of getting to it and 
away. 

Mr. Starrorp-J ackson : I do not know whether Mr. 





a va 
OF not ac oe present here to-day, and who are unfettered 
representatives of any particular society, 
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Fraser did not rather rush that proposition of yourself 
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as Chairman. I think this is probably one of the most 
important committees that has ever been formed in the 
veterinary profession, and I think the man who ought 
to sit on that Committee is the President of the Royal 
College. 

Mr. Fraser: It is for the time being. 

Mr. Butters: I beg to propose that the Secretary of 
this Committee be Mr. Locke. Until we have funds I 
do not see the necessity of electing a treasurer, but I do 
think it is absolutely necessary we should havea Secre- 
tary, and I have very much pleasure in proposing Mr. 
Locke as the Secretary pro tem. . 

A DELEGATE: I take it that both the Chairman and 
the Secretary can only be elected now protem. The 
Committee will appoint its own President and Secretary 
later on. 

The CHAIRMAN : That 1s so, 

Mr. FAULKNER: I am entirely in accord. I am in- 
clined to think the proceedings have been somewhat 
irregular. Mr. Locke could have acted for the business 
of this Committee, and then the Committee would have 
to proceed to elect its Chairman and Secretary. I 
should be the last in the world to see yon displaced from 
the office, but to my mind the proceedings are some- 
what irregular. 

The CHAIRMAN : | agree with Mr. Faulkner. If Lam 
irregular you will pullme up. The actual and real busi- 
ness of our meeting is at an end practically. If it is the 
desire of the gentlemen present that the officials of the 
Society should take the initiative in calling this Com- 
mittee together, I know the Society will only be too 
glad to fall in with your views. 

Mr. Stroup: May I ask if the different Veterinary 
Medical Societies will be asked to elect delegates to that 
Committee before that Committee is formed. 

The CHAIRMAN : Certainly, in addition to the names 
already given, I take it. 

Mr. McKinna : I think in all my experience of meet- 
ings this will stand out asa meeting in which the Chair- 
man has shown kindness and sympathy to everyone, and 
yet has kept the meeting in order. I move that hearty 
thanks be given to him for so ably and successfully pre- 
siding over this very important gathering. 

Mr. Luoyp: I agree with every word Mr. MecKinna 
has said, and I second the resolution. 

The resolution was put to the meeting by Mr. McKinna. 
and carried unanimously. 

The CHairRMAN : I accept the expression of your feel- 
ings with gratitude. I hesitated and I had serious mis- 
givings that [ was perhaps a novice in the conduct of 
proceedings from the chair, and I feared I might have 
got into serious trouble. However, through the good 
oftices of Mr. Mason and several other good friends we 
have been able, I think, to bring the meeting to a more 
or less businesslike conclusion, and with all my heart I 
thank you for your kind expression of appreciation (App). 

Pro!. Wittiams: I think we ought not to forget the 
extremely hard work which Mr. Locke had, and I con- 
gratulate him upon the success attending his efforts. I 
move a vote of thanks to him. 

Mr. HuGHes seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Locke: [beg tothank you. I think [am only 
doing my duty as Secretary of the Society, 

Mr. Stroup: I think we should tender our hearty 
thanks to the proposers and seconders of the resolutions 
we have had. It must have given them great trouble to 
bring their points together and express them in the lucid 
way in which they did. I move that a hearty vote of 
thanks be given to the proposers and also to the seconders 
of the resolutions. 

Mr. Butters seconded tke resolution, which was car- 
ried unanimously, and the proceedings terminated. 





(The copyright of this report is registered.) 





REVIEW. 


SuRGICAL DISEASES OF THE DoG AND Cat, wing 
CHAPTERS ON ANESTHETICS AND OBSTETRICS (second 
edition of “CANINE AND FELINE SurGery.”)—by 
FREDERICK T. G. Hoppay, F.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.E. (Demy 
8vo. Pp. XXIV +366 ; 243 illustrations. 10/6 net. — 


This well known little work has now reached its second 
edition, and reappears in an extended and, we think, a 
greatly improved form. The author, while admittedly 
not departing from his original aim of producing a 
“handy manual for the final year student ” has enlarged 
the book so as to include symptoms and many details of 
treatment not strictly surgical, and has thereby con: 
siderably increased its usefulness. 

The volume contains fully 243 illustrations, and thos 
intended to represent abnormal conditions are not all 
satisfactory, but bearing in mind the great difficulty of 
this work where animals are concerned, we find the 
successes considerably outnumber the failures. The 
whole book, however, strikes us as much too copiously 
ilustrated, and many of the sketches and photographs 
are absolutely unnecessary. Photographs of bitches 
taken weeks and months after recovery from hysteree- 
tomy, or of three-menths-old puppies owing their esis- 
tence to that operation, can have no educational valne: 
and we notice, further, that it has been thought neces- 
sary to figure some of the most commonly used instri- 
ments—such as artery forceps, with which every student 
is familiar. Photo-micrographs of neoplasmata, agail, 
appear to us rather out of place ina small handbook of 
clinical surgery. 

The literary part of the work may be briefly sur 
marised. The first 76 pages deal with the treatment ol 
patients before and after operation, methods of res 
traint, local and general anzesthesia, and general sul- 
gery. The remaining portion is devoted to regional sur 
gery, obstetrics being conssdered in connection with the 
surgery of the female generative organs while a short 
chapter on the use of the Réntgen rays concludes the 
volume. 

An enormous amount of ground is thus covered in a 
comparatively small book, and it will be adiitted that 
no one of the many subjects involved could have 
received very detailed consideration without detrimett 
to the rest of the work. Probably every reader W! 
consider that this or that subject has received an undue, 
or on the other hand, an insufficient amount of attel 
tion, and we ourselves are no exception to this rule, 
but speaking generally, we think the author has show 
good judgment in the allotment of space. al 

Mr. Hobday’s surgical methods are sufficiently we! 
known to render any detailed criticism 0! his teachin: 
somewhat superfluous. Personally, we are not 10 wei 
with all of it, but that does not prevent us from a 
coming the book as a valuable addition to our a 
manuals. Written by an idealist whose aim 1s ae 
the methods of veterinary surgery as near to ps 
human practice as is possible, it cannot fail ber” od 
siderable good, as did its predecessor, by inducing ° “ak 
to work with the same end in view. Taking the , a 
as a whole, it must be said that the author lias, t04 ot 
extent, succeeded in presenting a really useful eee sich 
of present day surgery, as applied to two —r joel 
are every year becoming more important to te iy of 
narian. Those who have made a special stud it 
canine and feline surgery may not be greatly os who 
ened by it, but there are still many practitions . 
will benefit by its perusal, while it will undou spn 
of great service to students. The first — oe 
distinct want in this direction, and the present ‘ 
so much more completely. w. RC 
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The Royal Sanitary Institute. 


The next course of lectures and demonstrations for 
sanitary officers at the Parkes Museum, Margaret Street, 
London, W., will begin Monday, Feb. 12th, and will end 
on May 2nd. The course is divided into two parts, the 
first consisting of elementary physics and B sont en 
public health statutes, the practical duties of sanitary 
inspectors, municipal hygiene, and building construction ; 
while the second deals principally with the inspeetion 
of meat and food. The lectures on sanitary law will be 
given on Feb. 12th, 13th, and 16th by Dr. J. Priestley, 
Medical Otficer of Health of Lambeth, and the duties of 
sanitary inspectors will be discussed on the 19th, 21st, 
and 23rd of the same month by Dr. G. Newman, 
Medical Otticer of Health of Finsbury. On the 26th 
and 28th of the month infectious diseases will be the 
sibject of the lectures of Mr. A. Wellesley Harris. 
Medieal Officer of Health of Lewisham. On March 
2nd, 6th, 7th, 9th, and 12th elementary physics and 
chemistry will be the subjects of Mr. E. J. Steegmann’s 
lectures, and on the successive Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays of the same month various aspects of build- 
ing construction will be dealt with by Mr. A. Saxon 
Snell, F.R.L.B.A., and other architects and civil engin- 
eers. The subjects for April 2nd and 4th are house 
drainage and water-supply, and on the 6th Mr. Harris 
will deal with the composition of water, its pollution 
and puritication. The remaining lectures of Part I deal- 
ing with sewage will be delivered on April 9th, 10th, 
and 11th. The lecturers for Part II are Mr. James King, 
M.R.C.V.S., veterinary inspector to the Metropolitan 
Cattle Market, Mr. W. Hunting, F.R.C.V.S, and Dr. 
K.P. Manby, medical inspector to the Local Govern- 
went Board. Among the inspections of, and demon- 
strations at, various municipal and private works and 
buildings in connection with this course, mention may be 
made of a visit to Willesden Infirmary on Feb. 24th, 
conducted by Mr. Saxon Snell. An inspection of the 
june Cininfecting station and dust destructor, con- 

ne by Dr. J F. Butler-Hogan, will _be made on 

marca 3rd. An inspection and demonstration at Batter 
sea disinfecting station, mortuary, and shelter will be 
ye by Dr. G. F. McCleary on March 10th. There 
will be an inspection and demonstration at Sutton 

a works on March 17th, at the sewage and des- 

= lg at Ealing on March 24th, at Lea Bridge 

id wah Son a 4th, at the Barking sewage out- 

Works vane pril ith, at the East London Soap 

ed -_ 25th, and at the Metropolitan Cattle 

‘a ae . ted by Mr. J. King on April 26th. The 

£3 3s. for th ie £2 12s, 6d. and for Part IT £1 1s. or 

we hele 4 gr ae course. Further particulars can 
yet Beet ye the Secretary, Parkes Museum, Mar- 
» London, W.—7T'he Lancet. 


New Chief of the Bureau of Animal 
Industry U.S.A. 
_ Dr. ALD. M EL 


is at the zenith 9 = born in 1862, and consequently 
judginent of lone Hee: ust manhood, with the mature 
ion to make og raining, close observation, and ambi- 
Coming from tr umself a name in his higher sphere. 
€ passed the mi premier live-stock district of the West, 
arm, which they portion of his yonth upon a stock 
snbject thideans a that practical knowledge of the 
tions, Hewat n best be studied under natural condi- 
lege in lan gated from the Chicago Veterinary Col- 
the Niieins ante an his appointment in the Bureau 
in connection with being assigned to duty at Chicago 
eradication of wor Bo memorable campaign for the 

i following hes gen pleuro-pneumonia in cattle. 
he s:me work _ 1€ Was transferred to Baltimore in 
ision of Southe In 1890 he took charge of the super- 





tion of actinomycotic cattle. This same year he was 
sent abroad to investigate reports of diseased cattle 
being received from America, being stationed at Liver- 
pool, though his duties took him to Germany, and other 
continental countries. His performance of the import- 
ant work to which he was assigned, and the satisfactory 
reports transmitted by him, won the confidence of his 
superior officers, and in 1892, he was returned to Chicago 
and placed in charge of meat inspection at the most im- 
portant station inthe country. Here again his thorough 
methods recommended him for higher service, and in 
1895 he was called to Washington and promoted to Chief 
of the Inspection Division. Three years later he was 
again recognised and was appointed by the United 
States Civil Service Commission a member auxiliary of 
the promotion beard for the Department of Agriculture 
to represent the Bureau of Animal Industry. Faithful 
to every trust reposed in him, he was in 1899 selected 
for the post of Assistant Chief of the Bureau, which he 
has filled with such capacity ever since. 


“ Of all the questions of to-day the gravest, perhaps, 
was that which vexed us recently; but is happily now 
settled—the successor of Dr. Salmon in the most impor- 
tant post of Chief of the Bureau of Animal Industry, 
Department of Agriculture, at Washington. After Dr. 
Salmon’s resignation a boom was started in certain 
quarters to place “a practical stockman ” at the head of 
this most influential Bureau of the Department of Agri- 
culture. But when it was completely realized by the 
live stock interests that, in Dr. Melvin, they had a man 
born on the plains of Illinois, experienced on the cattle 
and sheep ranges of the West and for years at the largest 
market, Chicago, a man efficient on the practical side, 
as well as on the scientific side, the opposition began to 
subside and live stock papers like the National Live 
Stock Reporter at St. Louis and the Grover’s Journal 
at Chicago, began to canvass loudly in his interests and 
to write long editorials in his behalf. The honour be- 
stowed upon him by the appointmet is auspicious: for 
it opens a new era in which stockmen will more likely 
be favourable to the scientific purposes of the man they 
have recently supported. At the same time the profes- 
sion, of which he is a representative, would vote him 
their confidense. Best of all, this appointment is an en- 
conragement to all young scientists in the public service: 
that Dr. Melvin, who gave nineteen years of his young 
manhood to serve the national veterinary interests, 
should now, in the ripened years of his maturity, be 
made their Chief.”—<A merican Veterinary Review. 


Cattle Poisoning in Scotland. 
JAVA BEANS SUSPECTED. 

The Agricultural Correspondent of the Glasgow Herald 
writes : On New Year’s morning a dairy farmer in the 
Sanqnhar district lost twenty-four dairy cows within 
balf-an-hour of feeding with a small quantity of what 
appeared to be genuine beanmeal, and another animal 
snecumbed ina short time. Since the beginning of the 
year other cases of a more orless serious nature have oc- 
curred in the neighbourhood of Kilbirnie and Killearn, 
as well as in several parts of England. The local veter- 
inary surgeons have naturally been rather puzzled to 
account for the sudden collapse of the animals. Stryeh- 
nine was at first suspected, Examination of the poi 
soned cattle revealed acute inflammation in the fourth, 
or what is really the true stomach, the bowels he ving the 
like “angry” appearance, while the small bowel exhibited 
hemorrhage such as follows a dose of irritant poison. 

Prof. John R. McCall, of the Glasgow Veterinary 
College, who, along with several district “ vets.” con- 
ducted a post-mortem examination of the Dumfriesshire 


tn cattle transportation and the inspec-! cattle, has since that time gone into the work of investi- 
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gation with great thoroughness, his chemical coadjutor 
being Mr. R. R. Tatlock, the Glasgow City Analyst. At 
an early stage Prof. McCall suspected hydrocyanic acid 
—or what is still known as prussic acid—and repeated 
tests on dogs and smaller animals convince him that his 
diagnosis of eight or ten days ago was correct. In the 
Sanquhar district case a few cows refused to taste the 
so-termed beanmeal, its odour being evidently suspicious 
to the more sensitive animals. With dogs Prof. McCall 
has had some small difficulty. One or two of the animals 
would not put nose to the beanmeal “brose” on any 
consideration, and it had to be doctored up with scraps 
of meats. The usual prussic acid poisoning symptoms 
followed the swallowing of the made up meal, and in 
every case the breath of the sukjects had the character- 
istic peach blossom or oil of bitter almonds odour. After 
elaborate examination, including the flame test, Mr. 
Tatlock has found hydrocyanic acid in the meal used by 
the dairymen and by Prof. McCall. 

In regard to the origin of the trouble the case appears 
to be narrowed down, so that the whole suspicion rests 
on Java beans. Hydrocyanic acid is found in the leaves 
and flowers of several plants, and the Java poison may 
not be from a true bean at all. Why should beanmeal 
of Java or Burmah foundation be used in this country ? 
The answer is simple. The home crop of beans in 1904 
was not a good threshing one, and dairying being an ex- 
tending industry a stronger call on beanmeal is now 
made.—Ayr Advertiser. 











Speculative Actions. 


Judge Russell gave judgment at Wandsworth County 
Court in a case of importance to solicitors. The action, 
he said, was brought by Dr. Ernest A. Miller, of Upper 
Richmond Road, Putney, against Mr. Charles Frederick 
Appleton, solicitor, of Earlsfield and Lincoln’s-Inn- 
Fields, to recover six guineas for three days’ attendance 
in the High Court for the purpose of giving evidence in 
the case of Wright v. the Metropolitan Asylums Board, 
which Mr. Appleton had taken up on behalf of Wright. 
It was what was known asa speculative action ; that 
was to say, the solicitor undertook to run it for the 
client. He did not express any opinion generally as to 
whether or not a solicitor should take up actions of that 
sort. The point he had to consider was « hether it was 
true that Mr. Appleton agreed to run the action free of 
cost and recoup himselt out of any damages that might 
be recovered ; and if so, whether he was liable to pay 
witnesses subpeenaed to give evidence. The facts* were 
not in dispute, and Mr. Appleton admitted that that 
was the agreement made with Wright, the plaintiff. The 
only dispute between the solicitor and Dr. Miller was 
that Mr. Appleton said he paid two guineas as expenses 
to the doctor, who took a great interest in the case, but 
the doctor denied this, asserting that the two guineas 
was for a report which he supplied. He (the judge) was 
of opinion that Dr. Miller’s statement in this respect was 
correct, and the only matter he had now to decide was 
whether the solicitor was liable to bear the cost of the 
doctor’s attendance at the trial. Mr. Appleton had con- 
tended that the doctor could not recover because he 
should have claimed his expenses before giving evidence. 
It seemed to him from the principles concisely laid 
down in “ Chitty on Contracts, 12th edition,” that it was 
perfectly clear a witness could recover his expenses from 
any person who had subpeenaed him, even although he 
did not ask for them at the time. Dr. Miller, who was 
a professional and skilled witness, was called in to give 
evidence on matters peculiarly in his own knowledge, 
and it seemed to him that such a witness was entitled 
not only to his expenses, but also to a fee for loss of 
time. He therefore gave judgment for the plaintiff for 















Mr. Appleton, in view of the importance of the case, 
asked for leave to appeal, but the judge refused the 
application. His Honour, having elicited that the 
Metropolitan Asylums Board did not require Wright to 
give security for costs, which they had to pay, re 
marked that the loss fell on the ratepayers.—7'he Duily 
Telegraph. 


Personal. 


Mr. J. A. GrtrutH, who has long been Chief Govern: 
ment Veterinarian in New Zealand, has resigned that 
post. It is stated that there has been great friction 
lately between Mr. Gilruth and the Government, on 
account of his recommendations having been ignored. 
The New Zealand stockowners are hoping that Mr. Gil: 
ruth will prove stronger than even “ Dick Seddon,” the 
nncrowned king of New Zealand.—1V.B.A. 





ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, PALL MALL, Jan. 23. 


IMP.RIAL YEOMANRY. 


> da Oe 


Thompson to be Vet.-Major. 


Dorset (Queen’s Own).—Vet.-Lieut. C. H. Golledge t 
to be he ay t 
Yorkshire Dragoons (Queen’s Own).— Vet.-Captall 8 
R. C. 
ous t 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


SIMMONDS V. SHEATHER. 
Sir, 

Might I crave a little of your space to acknowledge the 
very many kind letters I have received in connection with 
the late trial. They were so numerous as to render It 1m 
possible to reply to them in detail, and I hope those who 
were kind enough to communicate with me on the subject will 
accept from this my grateful acknowledgment.—Yous 
faithfully, 

CHARLES SHEATHER. 


January 19th, 1906. 


OPTIMISM IV. PESSIMISM. 
Sir, ' 

Neither your correspondent ‘‘ Pessimist’ 
Mr. Mayall seems to me to grasp the real That 
the present financial decline of veterinary practice. — a 
explanation, to my mind, is that our profession—# | “ 
yourself have said—is in a transition stage, and that, ee 
the old sources of income are rapidly becoming exhauste® 
the new ones are not yet fully developed. ‘hich ott 

The bleeding. blistering, and physicking by W' athe 
fathers made money are now things of the past, ae 0 
change has been chiefly brought about by the neil 
the veterinary profession, who, in substituting = have 
preventive and hygienic measures for the old method: 
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: esse 86D 
certainly not improved their own financial positions. ie . 
even where a veterinary surgeon attempts apne? handi _ 
sale of medicine to any appreciable extent, he ‘hich, by “ 
capped by our modern professional ee S sossible it 
forbidding him to advertise renders it practical y oe So duc 
for him to compete with the patent ee od moder? ing 


long as veterinary surgeons advocate the me 
preventive medicine, and conform to the mo a al 
‘*professional conduct ’’ the element of ae veterina) 
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be denied that the advent of the motor is a serious thing for 
us—how serious it will be has yet to be proved. 

Two important branches of professional work on the 
other hand are rapidly developing. The first is in con- 
nection with public health, for which appointments are 
opening to us on every side, at home and abroad. 

The second is canine and feline practice, which few of us 
now disregard as our fathers did, and which is, indeed, the 
chief source of income to many. Both these departments 
of the art and science of veterinary surgery have originated 
recently, but neither is likely to be short-lived. It remains 
to be seen how far they will replace the incomes we enjoyed 
in the old days of comparative affluence—and all but super- 
lative ignorance.—Yours truly, 

** ONLOOKER.”’ 


AN OUTBREAK OF ABORTION. 


Dear Sir, 

May I beg the insertion of the following in next Satur- 
day’s Veterinary Record ? 

A farmer has calved down 23 cows during the last 12 
months and no less than 10 have aborted and, added to the 
list, one mare has also done so. They all had a cough 
during last summer and autumn, and the abortion has ex- 
tended over the whole 12 months. 

He informs me that there is a great growth of what he 
terms ‘pepper plant ’’ in his meadows, and the hay frem 
these meadows when a bit dusty causes a hot, stinging 
sensation to the nasal cavities. The questions naturally 
arise:—Is it contagious abortion? Did the cows abort 
through coughing? Was “husk”? or the ‘‘ pepper plant’ 
the cause of the cough ? : 

Will any reader kindly give me the benefit of his experi- 
ence ; and what could be done to meadows supposing it is 
contagious abortion.— Yours truly, 

M.R.C.V.S. 


A QUESTION OF IDENTITY. 

Sir, 

1am much obliged to Mr. O. Trevor Williams and Mr. 
Howatson for their letters. The “ gentleman of the road ”’ 
a to me “in the dusk of the twilight with the dew scat- 
oe er him,’’ but I saw enough of him to be pretty cer- 
a . e is the man mentioned by Messrs. Williams and 
owatson. Like Mr. Howatson I noticed he had taken on 

ene ”’ since I saw him previously. 
mi c sanas thing about him that struck me was that 
se 7 looked over the top of his eye glasses while 
_ A e gave him a pretty straight Cawdle lecture 
pe in Be ed on me, and drew him a parable about 
shad on ge with a glib tongue who also called here 
ome “ De ore him two years ago. I hope if this gen- 
will a urns to gallant little Wales some of the profession 

ve mr kindly but firmly with him. 

leeien tee to a Register for 1897 I find David Jones, 

ye feat ales, May 22nd, 1888, Edin., and David 
Yen Cardigan, May 22nd, 1888, N. Edin. 


G. Mayatu. 





Sir, 

Tam very , 
man « Davig —_ Surprised to hear that that notorious 
making dupes ee or whatever his real name is, is still 
rom two of our veterinary surgeons, as shown by letters 
it high time he members in this week’s Record, and think 
duct. A year ee to sutfer for his fraudulent con- 
ng the following 1 ugust I was visited by a man answer- 
ish complexion § Cescription : height about 5ft. 8in., light- 
and strong Welsh = a long fair military looking moustache, 
Suit, and looked 1 accent. He was dressed in a blue serge 


like a b i 
achine a & broken-down insurance or sewing- 
gent, "a had evidently been soaking. : 
ale about having met with a recent acci- 


He told me . 


dent, a fall I think, whilst he had been acting as assistant 
to a firm of veterinary surgeons in Yorkshire, whose names 
I purposely omit as they denied all knowledge of him when 
Icommunicated with them. 

He said he hailed from Llanrwst, was qualified in 1888, 
and as this piece of information seemed correct, together 
with the fact that the firm of V.S. with whom he was sup- 
posed to have acted as assistant all appeared in the Register 
exactly as he stated, I naturally felt sorry for him, although 
his tale was most extraordinary. He was tramping to 
Edinburgh, a distance of about 120 miles from Blyth, and 
off the main road altogether, and was trying to get an 
assistant’s job on the way. When he got to Edinburgh, 
if he were not successful in his object of getting an assistant- 
ship he would be sent back to Wales by some friends. He 
intended to tramp to Morpeth that afternoon, as there were 
no trains running till the evening (it being Sunday) and“ he 
had not a cent in his pocket for a bed, much less for any- 
thing toeat.’’ I apologised for the fact that everybody was 
away from home that day or I would have taken him home 
for a feed. However, I did the next best thing by giving 
him some money, which he accepted with tears in his eyes. 
Strange to say by next morning’s post came a letter from a 
fellow practitioner in Newcastle on whom Jones had called, 
with a pretty similar tale, and on enquiries from another 
V.S.in Newcastle I heard he had been there also. 

His knowledge of individual members of the profession 
seemed to be most extraordinary and intimate, doubtless 
gained in his long nomadic andapparently, up till now, un- 
chequered career. Whoand what he really is is a mystery 
which I hope will not remain long unsolved, as he should be 
run to earth on the first opportunity. I forgot to mention 
the fact (?) that he had a wife and three children.— Yours 
truly, J. P. IsHerwoop. 

Blyth, Jan. 19th. 


A Correction or Report or Councit Proceeprnes. 
Sir, 

Will you kindly allow me to make a correction in your 
report of the proceedings of the last Council meeting of the 
R.C.V.S. (Veterinary Record, vol. xviii. page 485.) 

I am reported to have said ‘‘ but nobody certainly gave 
any reason for not doing so, and I do not believe there is a 
member sitting round this table who can give a reason why 
those gentlemen should not, etc.’’ 

I do not know who is responsible for our Council’s re- 
ports, but the above is certainly not what I said, and is not 
the ‘‘truth;’’ for there was something said in one case of a 
paltry jealous nature which seemed to ‘‘ catch on*’ with 
the Council, showing, to my mind, the necessity of these 
debates not being in Committee, but open and published—as 
all matters should be—to the profession (especially the 
Registration Committee) so that its members can see and 
judge for themselves the calibre of the men they send tu 
represent them on the Council. 

What I said was: ‘* but nobody certainly gave any reason 
for not doing so in one case, and I do not believe there is a 
member sitting round this table who can give a reason why 
one of those gentlemen should not have been elected,’’ and 
no one has as yet ventured to do so. ‘To my mind there is 
no member of our profession at home or abroad who 
deserves the honour of associate of our College more ; for 
his work has been the greatest blessing { have ever known 
in our day to dairymen, and has given the practitioner 
more confidence and success than he ever had before with 
‘* parturient apoplexy.’’ However, ‘* curative or corrective 
medicine’? seems to count as nothing in these days, even 
with those that practise it. ‘* Preventive medicine’ ap- 
peals to the majority, and those who apply themselves to 
that branch, even if it is only to corroborate others origi- 
nality, obtain all the glory that is going in our small pro- 
fession. I should be very sorry to discourage this most 
important branch of medicine; at the same time I should 
like to see “* Curative medicine ’’ recognised and encouraged 


a little more than it is.—Yours truly, 
Gro, A. Banyan, 
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CoMMUNICATIONS AND PAPERS RECEIVED.—Messrs. S. L. 
Stevens, J. B. King, W. Edmundson, O. Trevor Williams, 
G. Thatcher, J. Clarkson, P.J. Austin, W. Wallace Kerr, 
T. C. Howatson, F. G. Samson, P. J. Simpson. 

The Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette, The Weekly Freeman, 
The Nottingham Post. (Jan. 20. 


Major I’.C. Stratton, Messrs. G. Mayall, J. E. Miller, 
J.P.Isherwood, F.G.T.Hobday, J. Holland, J. Wallace, 
F.E.Jones. F.E.P. ‘‘ Parcelsus.’’ 

American Veterinary Review, The Yorkshire Post, The Ayr 
Advertiser, The Nationalist and Leinster Times, The Liverpool 
Post. (Jan. 27. 








Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly netijied by the Secretaries 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.n.c.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. 1’. W. Garnett, M.R.c.v.s.. 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 


Centra V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr A. L. Butters, m.R.c.v.s., 
31 South Wharf Road, Paddirgton, W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.R.v.Vv.s., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m 


Centra Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 


CrentrAL V,A. or TRELAND. 
Pres. Mr. M. J. Cleary, .r.c.v.s., Kilpatrick, Mullingar 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. J. Vahey, m.n.c.v.s., Ballinrobe 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey. m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Arthur S. Auger, m.R.c.v.s., 
Saxmundham, Suffolk 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. H. P. Standley, m.r.c.v.s. 
Wymondham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 


Guiascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. F. McShane 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Mr. J. McKenny, m.r.c.v.s. 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin 
Treas: Mr, M. Hedley, r.r.c.v.s , 
6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 
Sec. Mr. Chas. Allen, F.n.¢.v.s., 
35 North Frederick st., Dublin 


LANCASHIRE V.M.A. 
Mr. H. Sumner, m.x.c.v.s., Hatton Garden, Liverpool 
Sec.: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.n.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Veetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LINCOLNSHIRE V.M.S. 
res, Mr. T. A. Rudkin, m.r.c.v.s., Grantham 
‘Ton. Sec: & Treas: Mr.'T. W. Turner, m.r.c.v.s., Sleaford 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and Octol er 


Pres: 
Hon, 
Hon. 


Pres: 
flon,. 


LiverrooL University V.M.S. 
Pres: Prof. Boyce, F.R.s. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Jno. T. Share-Jones, 
University. Liverpool 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 


Vert. Assn. or Manrrora. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 


Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Hunting, F.r.c.v.s., Chelsea, London, S.W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.s., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwicl 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Ang. and Nov. 





. Hon. Treas: Mr. J. E. Scriven, M.B.c.V.8., 


Nationat Vet. AssocraTION. 
Pres; Prof. W. O. Williams, F.Rx.c.v.s., Liverpool 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, F.r.c.v.s, 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.r.c.v.s., Whitechapel, London 


NaTicnaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & Morvai 
DEFENCE Society. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.R.c.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. E. Faulkner, F.n.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.k.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Mancheate: 


North or Eneuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Hunter, m.R.c.v.s., Newcastle on-Tyne 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. R. Gibson, m.r.c.v.s. 
25 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Nort or Scornany V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. David Crabb, m.r.c.v.s., New Aberdour 
Sec. & Treas: Mr. Clement Baxter, m.n.c.v.s., Elxii: 


Nortn Wares Y.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. R. Jones, ».n.c.v.s., Towyn, Merioneth 
Aton. Sec. 'T.C, Howatson, m.r.c.v.s., St. Asaph 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Province or Quesrc V.M.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.qQ. 


Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H.G. Simpson. F.nr.c.v.s., Windsor 
Hon. Sec. € Treas: Mr. Percy J. Simpson, m.r.c.v.s., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhead 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., June and Nov. 


Roya Scottisyu V.S, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.x c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, .n.c.v.s., Cupar, |'ifeshire 


Royat VETERINARY CoL.EGE M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. W. Chamberlain, m.nr.c.v.s., 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. C. Graves, m R.c.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, A. W.N. Pillers 


Scottish Merropouitan V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. John Hutton, m.x.c.v.s., Kelso 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Jchn McIntosh, m.r.c.v.s., Eskbank 


Sours DurHam anp NortH Yorxsuire V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. G. R. Dudgeon, m.r.c.v.s., 
Matlock-st., Sunderland 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.8., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dee. 


SouTHERN Countiss V.S. 
Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.R.c.v.s., , 
Whitechapel, London, © 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.n.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, m.n.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Transvaat V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. M. Christy, M.n.c.v.s., A.P.V.S., 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. H. Bell, m-R.c.v.s., D.V-S., poate 
Hen. Sec: Mr. T. H. Dale, M.R.c.v.s., D.V.S., Potchefstro 


WeEsTERN CoUNTIES V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. H. Gibbings, F.R.¢.v.s.. l'avistock 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.R.c.v.s., Bideford 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, M.R.C.v.S., hye _ 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and No 
West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. James Weir, F.R.c.v.s., 24 Pollock st., 
Joint Hon. Secs: & Treasrs: taty. Coll 
Messrs. Hush Begy and John R. McC parm 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and ei" 


Pres: 


Pretoria 
Krugersdorp 


Glasgow 


YorksHirE Ver. AssociaTION + Leeds 
Pres: Mr. A. W. Mason, F.B.¢.V.8., eons nr. Leeds 
‘ .R.c.V.8., Garforth, *"* 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J Clarkson, mu , Tadcaster 













